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APF News March 2017 

Another APF President’s column and I feel that I wrote the last column 
only yesterday. 2016 was a very busy philatelic year, which tells me that 
our hobby is still growing strongly.  
 

As this issue hits the streets, the Melbourne 2017 FIAP International Exhibition will 
be held from March 30 to April 2 2017.The venue is the Caulfield Racecourse, 15 minutes 
from the Melbourne CBD by public transport. A special feature of MELBOURNE 
2017 is a non-competitive exhibition involving 150 frames from members of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Victoria. The occasion marks the Society’s 125th Anniversary 
and continues a tradition of non-competitive exhibits for the RPSV’s centenary (1992) 
and 75th anniversary (1967). Full details can be seen on the Melbourne 2017 website 
www.melbourne2017.com.au 
 

This leads me into another subject: the APF Website.  Over the last year the APF’s 
webmaster, Peter Allan, has been developing a new APF Website.  This was launched 
in the middle of February this year.  Peter has put hundreds of hours into this new 
website and I would like everyone to visit it at www.apf.org.au.  Please feel free to 
contact the webmaster with suggestions or praise. 
 

This major website re-write uses new technology so that the website works in a wide 
range of devices such as phones, tablet and desk-top computers. It also takes advantage 
of new ways to show information more effectively.  
 

The first thing that you will see on the front page is a special offer for any purchases from 
the new on-line APF store. All orders through the web store will be free of postage charges 
from now until the end of Melbourne FIAP 2017 (closes 2 April 2017). Why not place an 
order now and see how the new technology works plus take up the free postage offer? 
 

As I have been visiting Philatelic Clubs in both WA and SA, I have been told by many 
members that they now enjoy reading the new format APF News, because it is now 
not just about philatelic exhibitions.  The APF editor has made a conscious effort to 
get philatelic articles into this magazine. As any editor of a magazine will tell you, it 
is difficult getting regular articles to publish.  So I am therefore pleading on behalf of 
the editor for you and any other members of your club to forward your articles to him.  
The editor’s details are found on page 3 of the APF News.  
 

Each and every one of us can (and should) contribute to the momentum that helps to 
drive our hobby forward.  You don’t need to be Einstein or have a million dollar collection 
to have great ideas.  As APF President, I want to hear those ideas.  I will be attending 
the Melbourne FIAP Exhibition, so chase me down and have a chat to me, or email 
and write to me, or contact your state’s APF representative, to share those ideas.    

Enjoy reading this edition of the APF news.  
 

Glen Stafford 
APF President 

APF President’s Column 



New APF Website 
APF News March 2017 

After many years of good service, the time has come to re-vamp the APF website, http://
apf.org.au 

 

Why Change? 
The APF website is the prime source of information on organized philately in Australia. 
There have been many developments in web technology recently, especially with the 
advent of smart phones and devices such as tablets. Users of the site would benefit 
from these improvements. 
 

To meet the needs of the APF, collectors, exhibitors, clubs and societies now and in 
the future, the APF has agreed to a complete rebuild of the current site. 
 

The new site will adapt to display on a mobile phone, tablet, desk-top computer or even 
a television.  At the same time, a re-build of the site provides the opportunity to tidy up 
the mass of information on the old site and make best use of new ways to display content. 
 

A lot of technical improvements have been incorporated and it may be boring to list these 
but people using the site should see a number of improvements. Searching is much 
easier, especially for Exhibition results. Web pages should download more quickly. 
 

The site can also now be edited much more easily. People who may need to up-date sections 
of the website such as State Councils could, if they wished, be given access to their 
pages and do the up-dating themselves. 
 

Whats New? 
All the sections on the old site have been incorporated in the new version. Improvements 
are mainly in the way information is displayed and organized. If you are familiar 
with the current site you should find the information you want where you expect it. 
 

However, there is one big change and that is the introduction of an on-line store for 
APF products. 
 

APF One-line Store 
All APF products including display pages, protectors, photo corners, souvenir items 
and publications are now available for purchase on-line at http://apf.org.au/store. 
 

APF products are displayed with photos and description. These can be added to a 
shopping cart, customer details entered and the order sent to the APF Store manager 
at the click of a button. 
 

Once the order is received by the APF store, you will be sent an invoice including 
postage. At that point you should arrange payment. 
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New APF On-Line Store – Special Offer 
To celebrate the launch of new on-line APF website and online store, all orders placed 
on-line with the APF store from now until the close of Melbourne2017 on 2 April 2017 
will be posted free of charge. 
 

See http://apf.org.au/store  for details and all APF Products. Ordering is easy, just 
select your items, add them to your shopping cart and complete your details and address. 
 

Searching for Information – Exhibition Results 
 

Exhibition results listings are one of the most visited areas on the website. In future, 
results will be displayed showing 10 rows of data initially. This is to save space on 
the page. Where there are many rows, the default 10 can easily be expanded by clicking 
the down arrow at top left  - see the image below. Likewise, the columns can be sorted 
alphabetically using the arrows at the top of each column. A search box is available, 
top right, for each Results listing. Just start typing a name here and any results for 
that name will quickly appear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who Does What? 
The APF has decided that the roles for the website will be as follows: 
 

Webmaster: site administration, maintenance and posting content including photos 
and text ( Note, it is possible that others could become involved in posting information 
on the site. If you think you have a need to do so, contact Peter Allan, APF Webmaster 
Hesperus@netspace.net.au). 
 

APF Executive, Project Officer and State Councils: responsible for providing all 
content to the webmaster and maintaining currency of information on site. 
 

Important Note:  
 

Text can be in any form including Word or text files. Importantly, tables of information 
especially Exhibition results MUST be in the form of an excel spreadsheet or a Word table. 
Straight text or PDFs are very difficult to format where information is in table form and 
the webmaster will send these back to you with a request for excel or word table format. 
 

Images can be in any format and will be sized to fit by the web master. Please include 
a suitable caption stating who is in the photo, where it is and any important informa-
tion. Please do not send large volume of photos, just those nice clear ones that will do 
the subject justice. 
 

APF News March 2017 
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Who can request content be placed on the website? 
The website receives around 1,000 visits per month at the moment from all around 
the world. As such it is quite a powerful way to share information. 
 

While most information for the site will be provided by the APF executive, Project 
Officers and State Councils, if you believe you have something of interest which is in line 
with the objectives of the APF, please contact the webmaster to see if it can be published. 
There is some scope for club-level events to be publicized and those States without 
their own State-level website are welcome to use the APF site to meet their needs. 
 

Finally 
There is still some older information to be transferred from the old site. If you are 
looking for something you think should be there but can’t be found, please contact the 
webmaster. The website is new and the webmaster welcomes any feedback about the 
content or the way the site works. It will always be a work-in-progress and will 
change over time. Please get in touch with any suggestions, problems or ideas. 
Peter Allan, APF Webmaster 
hesperus@netspace.net.au 

Spring STAMPEX 2017, a British National Stamp Exhibition was held in London at the Islington 
Business Design Centre from 15th to 18 February. For those that are not familiar with the 
venue, it opened during 1862 as The Royal Agriculture Hall hosting various types of shows until 
1938. During WWII, the hall was taken over by the British Government for use as a parcels 
office. Later the building had periods of disuse until being converted and reopened during 1986 
as a design centre with tenants involved in the design industry. The main building has three 
levels, the first is mainly tenanted with most of the exhibition areas being on the second level 
and on a third level known as the balcony level. 
 

The exhibition with upwards of 400 competitive frames of exhibits had a focus on the old Turkish 
Ottoman Empire. Exhibits from this area making up approximately half the total number. The 
timing of the exhibition  coincided with the 100th anniversary of the British Occupation of Baghdad 
overprints and the 50th anniversary of the first British Machin Issues. As could be expected, 
many of the exhibits were superb with an extremely high degree of rarity with many unique 
items shown. 
 

There was approximately 100 dealers and postal administrations present including three dealers 
from Australia with trading stands. It was noted the dealers present seemed to cater for all 
levels and pockets. The balcony level seemed to be populated with dealers with material more 
suited to the collectors on a restricted budget. It was observed that there was some good pickings 
for those looking for usage on cover. 
 

For the first time in many years the Australian Accord/Commissioner took several Exhibits 
from Australian exhibitors- 
 

Postcards:  David Figg, Strike a Light!! 
Aerophilately:  David Collyer, Years of Change - International Airmail to and from Australasia 1939-1945   
Traditional:  Gary Brown, Aden: From British Colony to People's Republic 
Traditional: Lionel Savins, The 1935 Pictorial Definitive Stamps of New Zealand 
All four exhibits achieved Gold Medals. 
 

John Moore Australian Commissioner/Accord Judge 

APF News March 2017 
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The Melbourne 2017 Committee and the Australia Post Philatelic team are 
hard at work, preparing for one of the biggest events in the 2017 philatelic 
calendar: The Melbourne 2017 International Stamp Exhibition (the 34th 
Federation of Inter-Asian Philately (FIAP) International Exhibition). 
 

There will be plenty to do and see for novice collectors, more seasoned philatelists 
and for those deeply interested in philatelic history and design. As well as more than 
70 expo stands featuring dealers, auctioneers, mints and postal administrators, 
there will be over 20,000 pages of competitive exhibits from 18 countries, and the non
-competitive exhibit ‘ROYALPEX” by members of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria. 
 

In fact, the Expo will feature the largest collection of philatelic and numismatic items 
on show in Australia since 2013! 
 

Event snapshot 
 

Tickets:  Daily Pass: $10  Season Pass: $25 
(Under 17s admitted free of charge, when attending with an accompanying adult) 

 

Buy tickets now 
go to www.melbourne2017.com.au 

 

If you have a pre-purchased ticket, head straight to 
the grandstand to pick up your program and enter the 
exhibition. If you need to purchase a ticket on the day, 
head to Gate 23. 

Opening hours: 
Thursday 30 March: 10am–6pm 

Friday 31 March: 10am–6pm 
Saturday 1 April:  10am–5pm 
Sunday 2 April:  10am–4pm 

          [Exhibits close on level 1 at 1.00] 
 

What’s on offer from Australia Post? 
For more information on these exciting products, take a look at the latest edition of the 
Stamp Bulletin. Australia Post is the Principal Sponsor of the Melbourne 2017 
FIAP International Stamp Exhibition. The official Australia Post stand will include a retail 
store and a special exhibition featuring rare philatelic material from the Royal Phila-
telic Society of Victoria Collection and the Australia Post National Philatelic Collec-

tion. 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal Sponsor 

MELBOURNE 2017 
30 March to 2 April 2017 

Caulfield Racecourse 
Gate 23, Station Street 

Caulfield South, Melbourne 

Gate 23, ticketing entrance for the 
event, has changed little since WWII 



Australia Post will release a number of exciting products at the Exhibition: 
A stamp issue commemorating the 150th anniversary of Arthur Streeton’s birth 
and 100th anniversary of Sidney Nolan’s birth. 
The Rare Beauties stamp issue, which showcases precious Australian gemstones. 
Plus, there will be exciting daily releases of stunning limited edition Rare Beauties 
minisheets and medallion covers! 
Six Holden postal and numismatic covers (PNCs) showcasing the iconic LJ Torana 
and HX Sandman, VC Commodore, HQ Kingswood, FB & EH models – four 
PNCs are limited edition, with only 1,000 produced, so get in early! 

An HSV stamp pack, celebrating 30 years of Australian high performance vehicles 
and including images of classic models, such as the 1988 VN Walkinshaw. 
There will be licensed stamp packs available too, including Fireman Sam, Tom 
& Jerry, the Smurfs and the King himself, Elvis Presley. 

 

Classic Holdens on display 
At the front of the grandstand, the Trafalgar Holden Museum will display the classic 
Holdens featured on the newly released PNCs. These vehicles are in superb condition 
and museum personnel will be present to answer any questions. 
 

Customisable products! 
You have an opportunity to build your own medallion cover, with a personalised inscription 
on the medallion – a unique keepsake! 
 

Meet the creative team behind the stamps 
At various times during the expo, stamp designers will be present to sign products 
and answer questions. Philatelic researchers will also be on hand, to have a chat 
about their role in the stamp production process. You 
can even share your ideas for future stamp issues! 
 

Visit our postmarking stand 
There will be a variety of postmarks available each day of 
the exhibition from our dedicated postmarking stand. 
 

Parking and public transport 
Members carpark – access from Smith Street for free 
parking. There is a subway (with stairs) from the 
Members carpark to within the grounds of Caulfield 
racecourse. This avoids the need to cross Station 
Street. If tickets are required, turn left towards the 
ticket booth at Gate 23. If this park is full, attendees 
will be directed to the Kambrook / Maple carpark for 
free parking at Gate 2. 
[ Guineas carpark – paid public parking, for use if Members 
and Kambrook / Maple carparks are full is located on Station 
Street opposite Caulfield Station.] 
 

Caulfield racecourse is also approachable by train, tram 
and bus public transport, and taxi. For further details visit 
the PTV website. 

APF News March 2017 
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By Glen Stafford 

Rudolf Laubenheimer was born on the 11th of July 1833 in the 
small town of Meisenheim am Glan in Hesse Homburg, Germany.  
While growing up in Germany he showed such talent at draw-
ing and painting that he was sent to Holland and apprenticed there 
to an engraver.  Over time, Rudolf also became an excellent  
allegorical designer, pencil artist and caricaturist. 
 

On the 18th of May 1851, at the age of 17, Rudolf sailed to 
America aboard the sailing ship William Tell, departing from 
Le Havre, France.  After a voyage of 26 days he arrived at 
the Battery in New York.  He had $3.50 worth of silver foreign 
coins in his pocket from sketches he had made and sold to 
passengers and crew on board during his journey. 

 

After learning some English, he obtained employment with the engraving firm of 
John Hoole Senior, where he remained for several years, while not living far from the 
Battery.  During 1855, Rudolf made caricature sketches of some of the men in the 
engraving shop of John Hoole Senior.  The subjects of his sketches included John 
Hoole, Sutloff the foreman, E Kessler and E. Edler.  Those sketches are still in the 
family’s possession. 
 

In 1858 he started his own office as a cameo die sinker and medal maker at 6 John 
Street.  After 1870 he moved his office to 54 Barclay Street and finally to 241 Broadway 
opposite City Hall Park, where it 
remained for the last 25 years of 
his life. 
 

On the 4th of January 1863 he 
married Henrietta Zimmer with 
whom he had five sons, but only 
Ernest lived beyond the age of 12.  
Ernest followed in his father’s 
footsteps and became a vignette 
litho-engraver; he worked for 
American Bank Note Company 
(1913-1918) and was still active 
in his eighties. 
 

On the 27th of August, 1866 Rudolf obtained his American Citizenship.  Rudolf’s wife 
died in 1878 and he never remarried.  His 1878 passport described him as five feet 
eight inches tall, blue-grey eyes and grey hair.  He died on 25th February 1915 and is 
buried in the old Lutheran Cemetery, Middle Village, Long Island, New York.  His 
monument was from one of his own designs in an allegorical drawing. 
 

Rudolf Philipp Laubenheimer, engraver,  
die sinker and medal maker (1833 – 1905) 

APF News March 2017 
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C
Cameo Engraving for Postal Stationery Envelopes 

Rudolf Laubenheimer engraved all of the dies for the United States 1870-71 Postal 
Stationery Envelopes:  the 1c, 2c, 3c, 6c, 7c, 10c, 12c, 15c, 24c, 30c, and 90c values.  He 
also created essays for the 1c, 2c, 3c, 6c and 12c values.  All of the envelopes were 
printed by George H Reay. 

 
The US 1870 Laubenheimer dies for George H Reay’s envelopes were far superior to 
the previous Nesbit envelope dies.  The Third Assistant Postmaster General was so 
impressed that in an 1870 letter to Rudolf he wrote: 

My Dear Sir,  
The dies executed by you for the new series of stamped en-
velopes are so beautifully and faithfully executed.  I cannot 
refrain from expressing the high appreciation …  

 
Rudolf also engraved the stationery envelope dies for most North, Central and South 
American Countries.  For more information about which countries and their issue 
that he produce the dies, see articles in the Postal Stationery Society’s Journal ‘The 
Postal Stationery Collector’ 

APF News March 2017 
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Don’t miss out! Shop online at auspost.com.au/stamps while stocks last.

Stay up-to-date with the latest stamp releases by visiting the  
Australia Post Collectables website: auspostcollectables.com.au.
Sign up to the FREE online collectables newsletter now!

Follow us on
Instagram™
@auspostcollectables

Twitter™
@stampsaustralia

Facebook™
www.facebook.com/
auspostcollectables

or online at auspost.com.au/stamps while stocks last.

2016 Collection of 
Australian Stamps

Australian Territories Collection of Stamps 2016

Executive edition  
Individually numbered  

Collections of Australian Stamps 2016
Perfect to give as a gift or to collect!

$11495

EXCLUSIVE 
(standard and executive 

editions only) 
 

gold medallists sheetlet 
 

of the Year minisheet
•  Jared Tallent London  

minisheet

$5295
$13995



ADELAIDE 
STAMPEX 2017 
OCTOBER 6th-8th 

Half National Philatelic Exhibition 
incorporating National One Frame 

                   Drill Hall, Torrens Parade Ground, Adelaide 

 
Aero/Astro, Open, Maxi, Revenues, Literature & all APF Classes  

Local & Interstate Dealers in stamps, covers, 
postcards, coins & banknotes, etc. 

Fri Oct 6th 10am–6pm, Sat Oct 7th 10am–5pm & Sun Oct 8th 10am-4pm 

For more information, visit www.adelaidestampex.com or write to the Exhibition 
Secretary, Adelaide Stampex 2017, PO Box 281, Edwardstown, Sth Aust, 5039 



Ken Stocks is a very long-serving member of the 
Glenorchy Stamp Club and for many years has 
been actively working with schools to foster an 
interest in stamp collecting amongst young people. 
Sadly Ken has come to the point where he has had to 
say farewell to his role as Youth Officer.  
 

The Tasmanian Stamp Council, on behalf of all Tasmanian 
stamp clubs would like to pay tribute to Ken’s work 
with schools. Bob Morgan, President of the Glenorchy  
Stamp Club has provided the following report on Ken’s 
contribution and the Award presentation at the 
Glenorchy club in December 2016 
 

“At our December meeting Mr Ken Stocks was 
presented with a certificate from the president of 
the Glenorchy stamp club {Bob Morgan} for his 
outstanding commitment to setting up stamp clubs and meetings for children in Southern 
schools. 
 

Over twenty years Ken travelled to various primary schools in Southern Tasmania, 
Kempton Primary being the longest haul.In the last ten years Ken was joined by Mr 
Jack Sudmeyer who volunteered his time by also helping the children understanding 
the joys of stamp collecting.  
 

Ken was supported by Australia Post, the Tasmanian Stamp Council and the Coin and Stamp 
Place, our Hobart stamp and coin dealer. 
 

These organisations supplied stamps, pamphlets, books and other stamp products 
which were all donated to the school children. I would also like to mention that stamp 
collectors throughout the state of Tasmania offered stamp material to Ken. 
 

Ken was also active in approaching local businesses who saved their business mail 
for Ken to use in schools. 
 

Ken received numerous letters from school Principals for his outstanding volunteered  work 
with the school children.  He also received a LOCAL HERO AWARD as part of the 
2001 celebrations for the CENTENARY OF FEDERATION. from the City of Clarence 
for contributions to the local community. 
 

Sad to say Ken and Jack are both retiring from their volunteering work with the primary 
schools they attended. At the beginning of this year, 2017 we are looking for retired persons 
to take up the challenge to continue on with the school children with stamp collecting.” 
 

If anyone in any part of Tasmania is interested in taking up the role of Youth Officer, they 
should contact Peter Allan, Secretary, Tasmanian Stamp Council to discuss support available to 
undertake this work and what might be involved.  
Email: hesperus@netspace.net.au. 

Retirement of Ken Stocks 
Youth Officer Southern Tasmania 

Ken Stocks (left), presented with a certificate 
by Bob Morgan, President of the Glenorchy 
Stamp Club (Right), in recognition of his 
many years of work promoting stamp collecting 
to young people. 
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Daily minisheet release
Visit the Australia Post main stand at the show for 
your chance to grab one of the daily release Rare  
Beauties minisheets. 

Limited edition PNCs 
and medallion covers
Each day the exhibition will present a limited-edition 
collectable PNC and medallion cover following one of 
two special themes - Rare Beauties and 160 Years of 
Holden. Each release is postmarked and numbered; 
collectors will need to get in early at the Australia  
Post stand each day!

Day 1

$35 
each

$45 
each

$3ea
mint

Da

Daily release m

Daily release m

Daily release 

At the show! Be early f
postmarked and n
Rare Beauties mi 
only 250 postmarked

released at $6

Build your own  
AFL medallion 
cover at the  
show for  
only $20

This is your opportunity to build your own unique 
philatelic collectable souvenir by building an Official 
AFL-themed Medallion Cover at the Australia Post 
Philatelic Print and Production Stand. Choose your 
team medallion and personal inscription* on the  
back making this a unique keepsake or gift.  
Now build your Official AFL Medallion Cover  
while you wait … brilliant!

* See order form at the show for details.

2 APRIL 2017
MELBOURNE VIC 3000



Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

y release mint minisheets

y release medallion covers

ily release PNC covers         

arly for daily  
ed and numbered  
uties minisheets!  
stmarked minisheets
sed at $6 each

2,000 released each day

Only 250 released each day

Only 1,000 released each day

$35
ONLY 500

show PNCs
released

Day 1



Ian McMahon 
 

Stamped aerogrammes are a popular postal stationery collecting area.  Although 
there were some early issues such as the airmail lettercard issued by Iraq in 1933, 
aerogrammes came into their own during the second world as a form of communications 
with members of the armed forces overseas.  The lightweight airmail lettersheets 
(variously known as airletters, airmail letter cards or aerogrammes) were provided to 
military personal for use to write home.For Australia, most of these early airletters 
were unstamped (known as ‘formular’ airletters).  Examples are shown in Figures 1 
and 2. 

Australia issued its first stamped 
airletter on 11 September 1944.  
The 7d King George VI airletter 
(Figure 3) was originally intended 
for use by members of the public to 
overseas military personal as 
shown by the inscriptions on the 
airletter which read “For letters to 
members of the Forces Overseas”.  
Before the airletter was issued, 

however, it was decided to make the 
airletter available for general use and 
as a result it saw both civilian and 
military use,with and without the in-
scription being crossed out. On 11 Oc-
tober 1944 a 7d airletter without the 
inscription was issued and latter reis-
sued with ‘airletter’ as one word 
(Figure 4).The aerogramme rate was 
increased to 10d in 1952. 

COLLECTING AUSTRALIAN AEROGRAMMES 

Fig 1 
Fig 2 

Fig 3 

Fig 4 
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The post-war period was also a period 
of the development of airmail services 
and aerogrammes were convenient for 
being used as first flight covers such as 
the use of the first stamped aero-
gramme by QANTAS with a special 
cachet in red for the first Australian 
civilian airmail on the 11 September 
1944 flight from Sydney to London 
(Figure 5).  

 

The name aerogramme was adopted by the UPU 
as the ‘official’ name for airmail lettersheets at its 
Congress in Brussels in 1952 and recommended 
that the term should be used on all airmail 
lettersheets from 30 June 1953.As a result 
Australia issued a form inscribed 
“AEROGRAMME” and with a 10d ‘plane over 
globe’ imprinted stamp on 29 July 1953. 
 

Definitive aerogrammes continued to be issued 
with utilitarian stamp designs of aircraft or 
aircraft tails.  The Comet featured on the 10d aerogrammes from 1959 until replaced 
by a design showing a jet tail in 1965. The 1959 aerogrammes also had a border of red 

and blue lozenges (Figure 6). The aerogramme 
rate was increased to 9c on 14 February 1966, 
10d aerogrammes used after the introduction 
of decimal currency required the addition of a 
1d stamp as 10d was converted to 8c (Figure 7).  
A variety of changes were made in the aerogramme 
formats culminating in aerogrammes which fold to 

approximate a DL envelope in size in 1971 
(Figures 8 and 9). From 1981 aerogrammes 
were issued with pictorial panels with 
the 33c aerogramme issued in 1981 
showing a rural scene of a mob of sheep 
(Figure 10).  From the issue of the National 
Park aerogrammes on 4 February 1993, all aerogrammes were issued without a face 
value but were inscribed ‘Postage Paid’. One exception was the 70c aerogramme issued 
in 1995 for Aeropex 94 and the 50th anniversary of the first Australian stamped aerogramme. 
 

The first Commemorative aerogramme was issued to mark the 1956 Melbourne Olympic 
Games and was issued on 12 November 1956.  Other early commemorative aerogrammes 
include 12th International Congress of Scientific Management (1959), 40th anniversary of 
QANTAS (1960),1962 Perth Commonwealth Games, and the 50th anniversary of QANTAS. 

Fig 7 

Fig 6 

Fig 5 

Fig 8 
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Christmas aerogrammes were first issued by 
Australia in 1961 and were then issued for most 
years until the last Christmas aerogramme 
was issued in 2012 (Figure 11).  In many 
years the design of the imprinted stamp was 
an adaption of the adhesive Christmas 
stamp issued in the same year or the theme 
of the aerogrammes was related to the adhesive 
stamp issue. The 1968 aerogramme was an exception with the aerogramme having 
the plane silhouette of the definitive issue but with a decorative panel and the in-
scription “Christmas Greetings From” in the letter area. No Christmas aerogrammes 
were issued in 1969 or 1970. 
 

The Post Office used a range of official aerogrammes 
for their own use.  While unstamped they are of 
interest to aerogramme collectors and were in the 
same format as the general issues in use at the 
time they were issued and either inscribed 
‘Postage Paid’ (Figure 12) or OHMS (Figure 13).  
Some of the issues were overprinted 
‘SPECIMEN’ for sale to collectors. 
 

Many of the Australian aerogrammes were overprinted ‘SPECIMEN’ for distribution 
to the UPU.  Inclusion of these aerogrammes will add interest to a collection. 
 

A 5d Queen Elizabeth II aerogramme was issued 
for use by the Defence Forces in 1967 (Figure 
14).  The aerogramme was mainly used by Australian 
forces in Vietnam with 5d paying the concessional 
military rate.  A 1/- aerogramme was issued in 1943 
for use by prisoners of war held in Australia 
(Figure 15).  They are most commonly seen to 
German and Italian addresses.  A 5d aerogramme 
was also issued for use by POWs to Japan in 
1945 but is extremely scarce. 

 

Unstamped (‘formular’) aerogrammes were produced by the post office for sale in 
Australian territories including Papua New Guinea, Nauru and Norfolk Island 
(Figure 16).  The stampless forms were similar in design to the stamped definitive 

Fig 10 

Fig 12 

Fig 11 

Fig 9 

Fig 13 
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aerogrammes issued at the time.  Some of the 
stampless aerogrammes were also used in the British 
Solomon Island and the New Hebrides.  Commercially 
used stampless aerogrammes used from the 
territories are generally quite scarce although 
philatelically used are more common. 
 

Although not postal stationery, as they have no 
imprinted stamp, privately produced aerogrammes 
are also interesting to collect.  In order to pass at 

the aerogramme rate, privately produced 
aerogramme forms had to be approved by 
the Post Office which required that a sample of 
the aerogramme be sent to them for approval 
and that the private form meet the aerogramme 
requirements as to size and the weight 
and colour of paper.  The privately produced 
aerogrammes had similar headings to the 
post office aerogrammes of the time.  They 
required the addition of adhesive stamps 
to pay postage (Figure 17).  On approval 
the aerogrammes were allocated an approval number which had to be printed on the 
aerogramme.  The forms were produced in substantial numbers mainly by stationery 

companies (for on selling) and by larger companies.  
They were extensively used by banks, universities 
and other larger users. 
 

The aerogramme rate represented a real discount 
on the cost of an airmail letter, especially to Europe. 
For example, the 10d rate valid until the change 
to decimal currency compared with an airmail 
letter rate to Europe of 2/3 effective from 14 July 
1958.  As a result aerogrammes were a popular form 

of communications.  While the aerogramme rate still represents a discount on an air 
mail letter to Europe or North America ($2.30 compared with $2.75) it does not represent 
a discount on letters to New Zealand ($1.85) or Asian/Pacific countries ($1.95).   
 

The role of the aerogramme has largely 
been taken over by email and cheaper 
phone rates. While Australia still issues 
aerogrammes, the number used must have 
declined in recent years and many other 
countries have discontinued issuing 
aerogrammes.  The most recent aero-
gramme issue was on 5 April 2016 and 
features Western Australian indigenous 
art by Patrick Mung Mung and Jan Billy-
can. 

Fig 17 

Fig 16 
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Background 
 

Australia’s national judges are well trained with formal training being part and parcel of all 
qualified judges in Australia. Most States have a State-level judging course that aspiring judges go 
through. This usually involves formal course work and training in front of exhibits. However, there 
are not a lot of State-level exhibitions so most State-level judges go onto a National judges’ course. 
These are held every 4-5 years and are run by the APF. The last course was held in October 
2016 in Adelaide with Figure 1 showing participants watching as one of a number of one-frame 
exhibits is explained by one of the presenters. Figure 2 shows small groups of judges discussing and 
assessing an exhibit prior to presenting their marks to the rest of the trainee judges. A participant 
does not pass or fail the course as the more important aspect of judging is judging exhibits at the frames. 
Thus, each of these participants will need to be an apprentice at an exhibition and if they pass 
they are then required to be a probationary judge at another exhibition. If they are not assessed 
as suitable in one of these actual judging assignments they will be required to try again. As you 
can imagine, it takes time to get this many apprentices through the system in Australia. They 
then must get some experience as a judge before trying to become an international judge. 
 

Despite the process described above, 
Australia has a larger number of inter-
national judges than many countries. 
This means each judge gets less jobs, 
but despite this the APF continues to 
seek out suitably qualified people and 
assist them through the system. There 
is a good reason for this – we need to 
ensure that as judges get older or retire, 
that we have a younger cohort of judges 
working their way through the system. 
On a practical level, judging for three to 
four days is not an easy task if you are not 
fit. Also the FIP is not keen to use judges 
who are over 80 years old, especially if a 
younger judge is available. This does not preclude older judges but it makes it less likely they 
will get a judging job internationally. 
 

The first thing that any aspiring international judge should know is that it takes time and 
money (your own) to become a fully qualified international judge. The FIAP and FIP have made 
it harder, and the process longer, to become a judge. 
 

The Nominal Steps in Becoming a Full FIP Judge 
To seek to become an international judge you will need to have achieved a large vermeil medal 

internationally. A suitably qualified national 
judge is nominated to FIAP for a possible 
apprenticeship on a jury (this may take some 
time depending on the number of FIAP 
shows and other factors - see below). 
 

Once nominated as an apprentice you will need 
to pay your way and your own accommodation 
at the FIAP exhibition. 
 

Following a 1st successful FIAP apprenticeship 
you must attend another FIAP exhibition as 

Becoming an International Philatelic Judge 

Fig 1 

Fig 2 
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to do your 2nd apprenticeship. Again you will need to pay your own expenses to get there and for 
accommodation. This generally happens within 12-24 months as FIAP usually facilitates this 
process. Once you have passed both apprenticeships you are a fully qualified FIAP judge. 
 

In order to become a FIP judge you need to have attended FIP approved seminars in your 
judging field. These are happening more and more at international exhibitions, and sometimes 
Australian national exhibitions, so this is not too difficult to undertake this requirement. 
In order to become an FIP judge you must apply for an apprenticeship to the FIP. They will 
look at your qualifications and experience and if suitable assign you as an apprentice to an 
exhibition. Again, this may take some time, potentially years due to the limited number of 
FIP exhibitions, so it is advisable not to knock back an apprenticeship where at all possible. 
If you accept an apprenticeship you will have to pay your own way again. Once you have 
completed your apprenticeship, and passed, you will be an international judge and available 
for jury duty. In Australia this means being put on a rotation system. 

 

How Does the APF Assist? 
 

The APF will assist suitably qualified individuals to become judges but it is very important to 
understand that the individual must make an effort to assist the process.  You cannot sit back 
and just wait for it to happen, you must make an effort. 
 

Firstly, in order to be considered as a potential international judge you must be an experienced 
National judge. Yes this can take some time but it does not mean you have to have judged dozens 
of times in Australia. The second point to consider is your age. If you are already over 65 then 
you may not be put forward as the FIP has age restrictions on apprentices. The ideal age is in 
your 40s or early 50s but this does not exclude older candidates. 
 

The first step in assisting potential new judges is that the APF will send you to New Zealand as 
a judge/commissioner or assistant commissioner (usually a judge as well). New Zealand national 
exhibitions are not a lot different to Australian ones but the whole point of the process is to get 
you experience with a different country including customs requirements. Generally you will only 
do one such job (either full commissioner or assistant) but sometimes you may do both depend-
ing on the needs of the APF. You will be paid costs for travel and accommodation, although an 
assistant commissioner receives less and will have some costs they need to pay for. 
 

Besides New Zealand, Australia has accords with South Africa, the USA, the UK, Hong Kong 
and Canada. When an Australian judge is sent to an exhibition in one of these countries, half 
their airfare is paid for and the host committee may pick up some or all of the accommodation 
but not always. Australia’s preference is to send experienced but not FIP qualified judges to the 
accords although this varies amongst the accords. Generally (but not always) a judge only does one 
accord job. The accord jobs are used to try out potential international judges and give them experience 
in a different country. However, it should be noted that not all judges used for accords are on the 
international track.  Sometimes an Australian judge is not interested in becoming an international 
judge, or may be too old, but is well qualified to represent Australia in an accord. 
 

The path of being a judge/commissioner in New Zealand and then getting an accord job is the 
general path to being considered for a FIAP apprenticeship, but you may (rarely) jump one of 
these steps depending on how the APF sees your ability or due to operational requirements. 
 

If you are interested in becoming an international judge and have been through the above two 
steps, what you really need to do is to use your own money to attend international exhibitions, 
both FIAP and FIP. Unless you are known to the members of FIAP and in other countries, there is little 
chance you will be readily picked as a FIAP apprentice. Whether you consider this fair or not it is a 
simple fact of life that people want to know you and what you are like before considering you for 
a position. So make the effort to attend exhibitions and remember that airfares to Asia are often 
not that high and accommodation can be cheap also. It also pays to ask around because it is 
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often possible to share a room with a fellow Australian judge or commissioner and save even 
more money. WITHOUT THIS EFFORT TO ATTEND EXHIBITIONS YOUR CAREER AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL JUDGE MAY NEVER GET OFF THE GROUND. 
 

Once you done the above and become known, it is far easier for the APF to put you up as an 
apprentice to a FIAP exhibition. There is a far higher chance of acceptance if you are known. 
 

As the APF is aware, in order to become a FIP judge you have to pay your own way to three 
international exhibitions. We understand that this can be expensive and the APF will pay for 
you to attend one of the three. We may use you as an assistant commissioner to help get exhibits 
up to the exhibition, and this is a useful learning experience in itself. Since assistant commissioners 
are used in many exhibitions it may be that the APF is paying for a commissioner, the assistant 
and an apprentice. This will be the case for lower cost exhibitions. However, if you are apprenticed 
to a high cost exhibition, the APF will use its discretion and generally use the apprentice as an 
assistant commissioner to save costs. The philatelic dollar is limited and the APF must have 
some discretion in who it funds. On rare occasions it may mean that an individual will receive 
some payment (full or in part) for two of their unpaid jobs, but this will be a rare exception. 
 

The APF will use all its influence to put you forward as an apprentice (assuming you have made 
a similar effort) and once you have been accepted and passed, the position of probationary judge 
is relatively straight forward. It is likely to happen at the next available exhibition or at worst 
within 2 years (assuming suitable exhibitions are available). 
 

Once you are a qualified FIAP judge you may put in the paperwork to the FIP to seek an ap-
prenticeship.  It will then be up to the FIP when you will be given a position. However, the APF 
will seek to assist where possible. It should be noted that except for the host nation, there is 
usually only one apprentice from a country at an exhibition, and that such positions are limited 
in number at any one exhibition. 
 

When you have passed your FIP apprenticeship, which may take between 6 and 10 years from 
being a qualified National Australian judge, you will be placed on the APF international judges’ 
list. Judges from this list are rotated through exhibitions as each exhibition seeks three candidates 
from Australia. It is up to the FIP who actually judges of those three. Australia sometimes has more 
than one judge at an exhibition as the FIP appoints judges on its own behalf and in some cases 
where a country does not have a lot of judges it appoints others on its own behalf (this happened in 
Indonesia in 2012). This is why it helps to be known by attending exhibitions off your own back. 
 

Judges for FIAP exhibitions are not done on rotation but rather chosen by the organising committee 
of the exhibition in consultation with the FIAP executive. Australia does its best to get Australian 
judges on these juries and often has 2-3 judges at any FIAP exhibition. Again it is important to 
attend exhibitions at your own cost to assist this process. 
 

Summary 
Becoming an international judge is not for everyone as it takes time, money and effort, but I am 
sure that all those that are international judges enjoy the experience and feel the effort is 
worthwhile. The APF makes every effort to get its qualified judges onto juries, with an aim to 
have a judge on every jury. Our judges in the main are considered well experienced because we 
are so rigorous with our training in Australia and this has paid off over the years. 
 

Even with the APF’s help it is still up to the individual to help their own cause by attending 
exhibitions, getting known and most importantly of all behaving well in other countries. Philatelists 
as a rule are a friendly lot so get to know your fellow philatelists. Remember it’s who you know 
not what you know. I mean this in the most general sense because when it comes to a committee 
choosing jurors, it is human nature to choose a person you know over one you have no idea 
about. 
Darryl Fuller - APF Executive member 
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ROYALPEX 2017 
HALF NATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

HAMILTON, NEW ZEALAND, NOVEMBER 24thTO 26th2017 
Hotel Distinction, Te Rapa, Hamilton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes include Traditional, Postal History, Postal Stationery, Modern 
Postal Stationery, Thematics, Youth, First Day Cover, Cinderella and Frugal. 
For additional details, please refer to the RPSNZ website for the entry 
forms and prospectus https://www.rpsnz.org.nz/Please contact the 
Australian Commissioner, Linda Lee to enter lindajoy@optusnet.com.au 

 

Hamilton is a large agricultural and tourist city two hours south of Auckland International airport. 
Hamilton is serviced by a regional airport with flights to Auckland and other centres. 

The Hotel Distinction is Hamilton’s largest conference centre with conference facilities, dining and 
accommodation situated on the northern edge of Hamilton city. 

There are regular buses to central Hamilton and The Base shopping complex for shopping, bars, 
restaurants and entertainment. 



An overview of Australian Philately including 
Exhibitions 

[Note: The following information was originally presented to Australia Post about 6 years ago to 
inform them about organised philately, particularly exhibitions, and how the various elements of 
organised philately clubs, dealers and Australia Post all work together. The following has been 
updated to account for recent changes, particularly those at Australia Post.] 
 

The Australian Philatelic Federation (APF) 
 

The APF is Australia’s national philatelic body and as the diagram illustrates it is the linchpin 
between stamp collecting at the local level and international philately. 
 

The stamp clubs across Australia are affiliated with State Philatelic Councils and number about 
200 clubs (although there have a number of clubs close in the last few years there have also been 
a few new clubs created). Not all clubs are affiliated with a State Council but the vast majority are, 
and elect the State Council executives. In turn, the seven State Councils are the members (and 
owners) of the Australia Philatelic Federation, which is a not for profit incorporated company. 
The Directors of the APF (the executive) are elected by the State Councils. The Mission of the 
APF is, “The Australian Philatelic Federation promotes, advises on and develops philately 
throughout Australia and provides International representation for the hobby.” The 
APF has five goals- Achieve increased philatelic club memberships; Achieve increased number 
& skill level of exhibitors; Increase and broaden the funding base; Achieve strong International 
recognition; and Increase the level of informed, skilled and satisfied collectors. 
 

At the international level Australia has taken a strong position and attempts to positively influence 
philately around the world. The world body is the FIP (Federation Internationale de Philatelie) 
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and Australia is a direct member along with 89 other countries. Australia currently has a Vice-President 
[Bernard Beston] on the FIP Board. In addition, there are three “continental” associate members 
and Australia is a member of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately (FIAP). We currently have a 
executive member [Gary Brown] on FIAP as well. There are also a number of Commissions attached 
to FIP which relate to different exhibiting fields. Australia has a good reputation in collecting 
and exhibiting and many of the commissions have Australia office bearers, including a number 
of Chairs. Overall Australia tends to “punch above its weight’ in worldwide organised philately. 
 

Australia Post 
 

Australia Post not only delivers the mail but of course also issues stamps, postal stationery and a range 
of collector products through its Philatelic Group. The issue of falling mail volumes has impacted 
all areas of Australia Post including the Philatelic Group, which has seen its budget and staff numbers 
fall. The most obvious change, from say 10 years ago, is that States no longer have a dedicated Philatelic 
Officer. Despite this change the APF continues to work closely with the Philatelic Group to ensure that 
stamp exhibitions in Australia still receive support from Australia Post from its limited marketing budget. 
As frustrating as this may be to some collectors and exhibition organisers, Australia Post’s Philatelic Group 
still provides a greater level of support to philately than in most other countries that I am aware of. 
 

APTA and SCDAA 
 

There are two stamp dealer organisations in Australian. The first and foremost is the Australasian 
Philatelic Traders Association (APTA). APTA represents dealers both in Australia and some from 
overseas who trade in Australia.  It is the organisations affiliated with the world body, the International 
Federation of Stamp Dealers Associations (IFSDA). APTA also meets with both Australia Post 
and the APF. The other organisation in Australia is the Stamp and Coin Dealers association of 
Australia (SCDAA). This is a more local grouping of dealers, formed in Sydney in 1970, that 
have joined forces (largely) to spread costs for organised events. It does not meet with the APF 
and is not associated with IFSDA but does work with APTA on some of its dealer bourses. 
 

Australian Stamp Exhibitions, Shows and Dealer Bourses 
 

Dealer Bourses 
 

Organiser – APTA or SCDAA   
Locations – Capital Cities, suburbs and regional centres   
Frames – usually nil 
 

Often undertaken at local halls, hotels or clubs and are organised by the dealers usually 
through APTA and/or SCDAA. 
 

Involvement of Organised Philately - Occasionally a local club may have a stand or man the door 
of the bourse as a way to attract members, however, there tends to be no involvement of organised 
philately with no stamp exhibits. 
 

Dealer Involvement - Both organisations run regular and semi-regular bourses that involve 
groups of dealers hiring a venue and promoting their bourse. Such events attract collectors but 
tend to have limited or nil involvement of organised philately.  
 

Australia Post Involvement – there is no involvement of Australia Post. No Australia Post product 
would (normally) be produced for such events.  However, both APTA and SCDAA do prepare their 
own souvenir items, usually booklets or miniature sheets but occasionally PNCs. Both organisations 
simply buy items off Australia Post and do their own overprinting. 
 

Local Stamp Shows 
 

Organiser – single club or small group of stamp clubs  
Locations – Capital Cities, suburbs and regional centres   
Frames – 0-80 
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Similar to dealer bourses but are usually organised by a single club or small group of stamp clubs. 
 

Involvement of Organised Philately–such shows tend to have little involvement of the APF or even 
the State Council unless requested, although there is often overlap in the people involved at the 
Club level and State Council level. The show will sometimes involve exhibits at some level, often 
Club competitions. If exhibits are being judged there may be a request for a State-level judge to 
assist with the judging, but this is not always the case.  
 

Dealer Involvement–usually local dealers are invited first and are often a chance for smaller 
dealers to sell as the table costs are often lower than State shows. Interstate dealers may attend 
particularly if it is a regular stamp show. 
 

Australia Post Involvement – following the removal of State Philatelic Officers there is usually no 
Australia Post involvement. There may be some purchase of product from Australia Post for souvenir 
production. Production of a postmarker would be exceptional, and is most unlikely.  
 

State-level Stamp Exhibitions 
 

Organiser – State Council and/or a separate Organising Committee   
Location – Capital Cities and suburbs    
Frames – 50-250 
 

State level exhibitions tend to be more formal and are usually organised by, or with the help of a 
State Council, and are approved by the Council.  
 

Involvement of Organised Philately–State-level exhibitions tend to be organised by State Councils 
(or a separate committee) and have little involvement with the APF. The APF may be asked for a 
national judge to help with judging, but otherwise has no formal role. It only helps when asked.  
State-level exhibitions tend to be larger and more noticeable and have a larger publicity budget 
than local shows, as would be expected. Most States have State-level exhibitions but they vary 
considerably in frequency and size. Any surplus from such an exhibition goes back into organised 
philately either at the State and/or club level. 
 

Dealer Involvement–This varies from State to State. At some exhibitions, all of the preparation 
and selling of stands is undertaken by the organising committee. Dealer involvement (apart 
from attendance) is limited, although many organising committees have a dealer representative. 
However, some exhibitions now have the venue, dealer stands and publicity controlled by APTA.  
They sell the stands and use the money for the cost of the venue, publicity costs and door prizes.  
The exhibition organising committee then raises money by exhibit fees and sales of souvenirs.  
This money pays for judges’ costs, medals, certificates and other costs associated with exhibit-
ing. Which model is used depends on local arrangement but some States find it easier to attach 
a State exhibition onto one of the larger, regular dealer bourses. 
 

Australia Post Involvement – in the past when each State had a local philatelic officer, there was 
quite a lot of assistance from Australia Post which included postmarkers, souvenir product development, 
publicity, giveaways, a door prize and they would take a stand. As there are no longer State 
Philatelic Officers most of this support has gone as Australia Post has a quite limited philatelic 
budget for such events. Due to the cost of overtime on weekends it is very difficult to get a local 
Post Office or LPO to man a State exhibition. It may still possible to get postmarkers for an exhibition 
but if Australia Post is not in attendance the postmarkers will not be at the exhibition, and all 
covers to be postmarked will have to be done in Melbourne. Or sometimes at the Philatelic Centre 
in that State or Territory. For example, in the ACT the postmarkers have sometimes been held at 
the Parliament House Post Office as this is the Philatelic Centre for the ACT. 
 

The above does not mean that Australia Post will not support exhibitions where they can. Publicity for 
exhibitions will always be put in the Stamp Bulletin but it is important to let Australia Post 
know early as there can be long lead times to publication. There is a preference with Australia 
Post for all contact to be through the relevant State Council or APF executives on the State Council.  
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National Stamp Exhibitions 
 

Organiser – State Council usually through a separate Organising Committee.   
Location – Capital Cities usually   
Frames – 600-900 
 

All national exhibitions require the approval of the APF to ensure consistency at the national 
level, including judging, timing and reputation. The APF tries to ensure that there is one full 
national exhibition in Australia each year. However, some of the smaller States and the ACT find it 
harder to manage a larger exhibition so sometimes two half national exhibitions occur in a year.  
 

Involvement of Organised Philately–Any State Council or body wishing to hold a national exhibition must 
get approval from the APF. The APF ensures that exhibitions do not clash and tries to ensure a 
good spread of exhibitions across the States by having a rolling program of national exhibitions.  
The APF approves the prospectus, budget and judges for a national exhibition. It can also assist 
with a loan to get an exhibition started if required. The APF may also assist with funding for any 
international judge that may attend (due to accords that the APF has with a number of coun-
tries). In addition, the APF pays for the bulk of the frames transport costs which are substantial 
and gives the exhibition some money for which it receives a stand and advertising in the exhibition 
catalogue. The APF will also have an executive member who liaises with the organising committee to 
ensure the exhibition goes to plan. The rest of the organisation of the exhibition is up to the organising 
committee including liaison with dealers and Australia Post. The organising committee does all 
work related to exhibiting, judges, souvenirs and often dealer stands but not always. The APF 
will supply a major prize for exhibiting. 
 

Dealer Involvement–Most organising committees try to have a dealer representative on the 
organising committee. Depending on the model used, APTA may do all the work related to the dealer 
stands including payment for the venue, obtaining equipment for stands and most of the publicity. 
Some exhibitions, however, simply sell stands to dealers and minimise the dealer involvement 
in organisation of the national exhibition. APTA will provide a major prize for exhibitions also. 
 

Australia Post Involvement – Australia Post continues to provide active support for National stamp 
exhibitions. Due to the Philatelic Group having significant budget limitations there has been ongoing 
discussion between Australia Post and the APF on the level of this support. As detailed above this has meant 
that the level of support for State exhibitions has fallen to virtually nil, except as noted. What Australia Post 
has decided is that it can afford to support (up to two) national exhibitions. This will either be a 
full National exhibition or two Half-national exhibitions. Generally National One-frame exhibi-
tions don’t get the same level of support. Support that is provided by Australia post is as follows: 
 

Postmarker/s – one per day and usually a green one on day one and a red one on the last day 
with black on any other days where the exhibition is 3 days or longer. Again, postmarkers are 
only at the exhibition when Australia Post has a presence. 

Will arrange to have Australia Post product overprinted and numbered for sale by the organising committee with 
usually 250 as the minimum order and all costs including overprinting paid by the organising committee. 
A miniature sheet is often produced just for the exhibition (sold by Australia Post and available Australia-wide). 
Produces 250 imperforate versions of a recent prestige booklet for sale by the organising committee (only 
one booklet is produced per year). 
May produce very limited run (100-250 per day) philatelic items for sale which are sold by Australia Post only 
at the exhibition with any surplus destroyed after the exhibition. This is used to attract people to the exhibition. 
Designs a new Unadopted Stamp Design postcard which the APF produces and the organising committee sells and 
splits the proceeds (only 250 plus 6 specimen copies are made of which two are archived and the others sold to raise funds). 
Australia Post is given a stand if they wish to attend. 
Assists with publicity by putting details in the Stamp Bulletin and sometimes arrangements are made to 
put an ‘outsert’ into the Stamp Bulletin for those postcodes covered by the exhibition. 
May supply some material for giveaways but this is much more limited than in the past 
Supplies one of the three main prizes along with APTA and the APF. 
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Half National Stamp Exhibitions 
 

Organiser – State Council usually through a separate Organising Committee.   
Location – Capital Cities usually but may be taken elsewhere.  
Frames – 350 - 400 
 

Half national exhibitions are virtually identical to full nationals but are smaller and usually 
split the exhibition classes between two exhibitions.  However, sometimes a half national may simply 
involve a special exhibition run with one concept such as the Australasian Challenge, where teams of exhibitors 
in each State, Territory and North and South islands of New Zealand compete for a trophy. 
 

Involvement of Organised Philately / Dealer Involvement – identical with full nationals but there 
will usually be two in any one year where there is no full national exhibition. 
 

Australia Post Involvement – virtually identical to a full national. However, a special miniature 
sheet would not necessarily be produced for each half national, Only one imperforate booklet is 
produced a year, usually both Half-national logos on it. Australia Post try to be in a position to 
take a stand at both Half-nationals and do there best. 
 

One-Frame National Stamp Exhibitions 
 

Organiser – State Council and/or a separate Organising Committee   
Location – regional Australia     
Frames – 50-90 
 

There is a special exhibition class, which only involves exhibiting one frame of material, and this 
has become popular over the last decade. The APF is using the smaller size of this type of exhibition 
to move exhibitions to regional areas in Australia. It is now the primary aim of the APF to have 
these exhibitions in regional centres whenever possible, although it should be noted that Hobart 
is considered regional due to its small size. Occasionally, One-frame exhibitions will be held in State 
Capitals because of other considerations or because no regional centre has put its hand up to hold 
one. For example, the One-frame exhibition in 2017 is attached to a special Half-national in Adelaide 
to ensure it both goes ahead and so that the Adelaide exhibition has enough frames of exhibits.  
 

Involvement of Organised Philately – National one-frame exhibitions require the approval of the 
APF, which usually assist with judges as well. The APF or State Council is often more formally 
involved as well, since regional clubs often have less experience with running an exhibition. The 
APF is always keen to talk to clubs in regional areas about tem holding a One-frame exhibition. 
 

Dealer Involvement – It is unlikely that APTA will run the dealer side of a National One-Frame 
exhibition so the organising committee will usually arrange and sell dealer tables. APTA would 
sometimes supply some assistance with a prize for exhibiting and possibly door prizes. 
 

Australia Post Involvement – This varies considerably but normally Australia Post would not attend 
(unless the exhibition is part of something larger). Some support is provided where practical and the level 
of support is likely to be more significant when there is a full National exhibition in the same 
year. That is, Australia Post will do its best to support two National exhibitions in any one year, 
be it two Half-nationals or a full National and a One-frame exhibition.  
 

International Stamp Exhibitions 
 

FIP Exhibitions - Australia has held four World International exhibitions; 1984, 1999, 2005 and 
2013. International exhibitions always require approval from the FIP. The first three were run by Australia 
Post with support from APTA and the APF. Australia 2013 was the first Australian FIP exhibition run 
by a separate body. It required the active support of all three parties (APF, APTA and Australia Post, 
as a Major Sponsor) and basically broke even but was considered very successful by all parties. There 
is a great deal of expense and effort required in running world stamp exhibitions. It is unlikely that 
Australia will hold a full world exhibition in the near future but as many countries run them every 10 
years we can hope that Australia will hold another one in a similar time frame. 
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Web: http:// bandung2017.org 

24 - 26 
November 

Royalpex 2017 
(Hamilton, NZ) 

See Advert this 
issue 

lindajoy@optusnet.com.au  
[Australian Commissioner] 30/8/2017 

Www.nzpf.orf.nz 

FIAP Exhibitions  
Australia has only ever previously held one FIAP exhibition, in Adelaide in 1986. A FIAP exhibition 
is an international exhibition but only member countries of FIAP can participate. Melbourne 
2017 will be our second FIAP exhibition and our largest. Melbourne 2017 had been intended as 
a National exhibition but the lack of an affordable venue for a National meant that the organising 
committee decided to rethink the event. Caulfield Racecourse proved, budget wise, to be a cost-effective 
venue for a FIAP level exhibition but too expensive for a National exhibition. Melbourne 2017 is 
still running on a very tight budget but at this stage looks likely to be both cost effective and 
practical. Certainly, it is shaping up to be a wonderful exhibition with a waiting list for dealer 
stands, exhibition frames oversubscribed and with Major Sponsor Australia Post providing significant 
support and are in full swing to bring a range of new and innovative product to the market. 
There is something about Melbourne that attracts people to events be it sport or stamp exhibitions. 
It is hoped that Melbourne 2017 will not be the last FIAP exhibition in Australia. 
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EXHIBITION TIMETABLE 
DATE SHOW TYPE Contact  

CLOSING 
DATE 

2017  
30 March 

To  
April 2 

Melbourne 2017   
(34TH FIAP)  

FIAP                  
With FIP          

Recognition 
garyjohn951@optusnet.com.au CLOSED 

Web: www.melbourne2017.com.au       

24 - 28    
May  Finlandia 2017 FEPA with FIP 

recognition david.figg@internode.on.net CLOSED 

Web: finlandia2017.fi 

6-8 
October 

Adelaide Stampex 
2017 

See Advert this 
issue david.figg@internode.on.net 30/6/2017 

Web: http:// http://stampbrasilia2017.blogspot.com.au/ 

Www.adelaidestampex.com 

24 - 29 
October Brasilia 2017 

FIP World               
Specialised       

Trad/PH/PS/Them/
Lit/One Frame/

ridgeview@netserv.net.au 19/4/2017 

Royalpex 2017 is a New Zealand Specialised National Stamp Exhibition being run by the Royal 
Philatelic Society of New Zealand under the patronage of the New Zealand Philatelic Federation 
(NZPF). It is governed by the ‘Approved Regulations for New Zealand National Philatelic Exhibitions’ of 
the NZPF. 
Royalpex 2017 is a Specialised exhibition (sometimes referred to as a ‘half-National’) as it will 
be open to fewer classes than normally made available at a National. Royalpex 2017 is working 
in association with Stampex 2017 Adelaide, an Australian ‘half-National’ to be held October 6 - 8 2017, 
which will be providing the other classes. [see advert this issue] 

3 - 9 
August Bandung 2017 FIP 

Part World Geoff Kellow  CLOSED 
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www.melbourne2017.com.au 
*When accompanied by a paying adult

TICKETS
DAILY PASS $10   
SEASON PASS $25
CHILDREN UNDER 17 YEARS FREE* 

30 MARCH – 2 APRIL 2017, CAULFIELD RACECOURSE


