




 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

Friday 6 December 2019 – Epic Flight Centenary Day 
10:00  Exhibition open to public 

10:30 to 15:30 Australia Post in attendance at Stand 1.  

12:30 to 14:00 Australian Air Mail Society Luncheon (RSL Memorial Hall. Members & Guests only) 

  Welcome address by Greg Mackie OAM, Chief Executive, History Trust of South Australia. 

15:00 to 16:30 Wreck and Crash Mail Society Meeting (RSL Memorial Hall. All welcome) for presentation 

  “Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways – Some Interesting Aspects’ by Ken Sanford (USA). 

17:00  Doors close 

17:30 to 19:00 Curator’s Tour of “Heroes of the Skies” Exhibition at the State Library of South Australia. 

  (Limited numbers – please book at the Aeropex Information Stand no. 3) 

 

Saturday 7 December 2019 – Aerophilately Day 
10:00  Exhibition open to public 

10:30 to 13:30 Australia Post in attendance at Stand 1 

10:30 to 12:00 Greatest Air Race by Lainie Anderson, Epic Flight Centenary. (RSL Memorial Hall. All welcome) 

12:30 to 13:30 Postal Stationery Society of Australia Meeting (RSL Memorial Hall. All welcome) 

  “Aerogramme Mania” – Displays and talks by members. 

14:00 to 15:30 Aerophilately Exhibiting Seminar (RSL Memorial Hall. All welcome) 

  Presented by Norman Banfield (NZ) Chair of FIP Aerophilately Commission  

17:00  Doors close 

18:30 for 19:00  Palmares Dinner at SA Aviation Museum, 66 Lipson Street, Port Adelaide. (Ticketholders only) 

 

Sunday 8 December 2019 – Astrophilately Day 
10:00  Exhibition open to public 

10:00 to 11:30 Exhibition Jury Critique (RSL Memorial Hall.) 

10:30 to 12:30 Australia Post in attendance at Stand 1. 

14:00 to 15:30 Astrophilately Exhibiting Seminar (RSL Memorial Hall. All welcome) 

  Presented by Charles Bromser, Chair of FIP Astrophilately Commission 

16:00  Exhibition closes 
 

Be sure to check the timetable at the exhibition for information on author appearances and signing sessions on stand 4. 
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Message from Peter Allan, President of the 

Australian Philatelic Federation. 

2019 is a most important year for the history of aviation 

in Australia, marking as it does the Centenary of the record 

breaking and epic flight from England to Australia 

undertaken by Sir Ross and Sir Keith Smith. Both brothers 

were knighted for their incredible feat.  Their trail blazing 

efforts were a major contribution to the development of the 

aviation industry from the end of World War 1 onwards.  Sir 

Ross Smith, his brother Keith, and mechanic Wally Shiers 

were born in South Australia.  It is therefore very fitting that 

celebrations of their remarkable efforts are centered in this 

State.  Commemorative events will be occurring across a 

wide range of Government and community organizations and 

I am very pleased to recognize the initiative shown by both 

the Australian Air Mail Society Inc. and the South Australian 

Philatelic Council Inc. in seizing this opportunity to present 

an exhibition on a theme that is so central to so many 

collecting interests - Aero-related material.  While exhibits 

can come from any class, exhibits must have an aerophilatelic 

or astrophilatelic theme.  The impact of the introduction of 

airmail services on the postal service cannot be over 

estimated.  Airmail material in its many forms has fascinated 

generations of collectors be they traditional collectors, postal 

historians, flight specialists and virtually any collector of 

stamps and related material.   

Having been involved in running exhibitions for the last 

few years, I recognise the huge amount of work which the 

Exhibition Committee must undertake.  In the case of 

Aeropex, this effort is all the more obvious due to the 

extensive forward planning, additional events, involvement 

of overseas exhibitors and judges, publicity and thoughtful 

souvenirs which the Committee has been able to produce.  

Coordination with others involved in the Centenary has also 

been an important part of the planning.  I congratulate all 

involved in producing such an important event.  The fact that 

all available frames were taken up so quickly points to both 

the excellent publicity and popularity of this exhibition.  We 

can all be assured of a very high quality event.  The 

experience and work ethic of both the Australian Air Mail 

Society and the South Australian Philatelic Council tells us 

that this will be something not to be missed.  I encourage 

people attend if they possibly can and in any case to consider 

a souvenir purchase to support this exhibition and as a 

memento of a unique event.  The Australian Philatelic 

Federation is proud to support Aeropex 2019. 

 

 

 

Message from Margaret Noack, President of the 

Australian Air Mail Society. 

As President of the Australian Air Mail Society it gives 

me great pleasure to welcome philatelists to Aeropex 2019 

from all over the world.   

There is particular interest this year as it marks the 

centenary of the first England to Australia flight by four 

young Australians - truly an historic world event.  Because of 

shifting borders and change of regimes, we cannot replicate 

the marvellous re-enactment flight as organised by the late 

Nelson Eustis for the 50th anniversary.   

Nevertheless, there will be a full program of activities for 

visitors, even those who might not have aerophilately as their 

main interest.  

Congratulations to the Aeropex 2019 Committee for the 

hard work that has gone into this remarkable exhibition. 

Whilst in Adelaide, visitors are also encouraged to visit 

the displays at the nearby State Library of South Australia, 

and Art Gallery of South Australia, both within walking 

distance of the Aeropex venue. 



 

 

Message from Bernie Beston, Adelaide Aeropex 

2019 Jury President. 

 

I am delighted to invite you to attend Aeropex 2019, a 

National Philatelic Exhibition to be held in Adelaide, South 

Australia from 6 to 8 December 2019.   

This Exhibition commemorates the historic flight by Ross 

and Keith Smith, both Adelaide flyers, who brought the first 

Air Mail to Australia just on 100 years ago.  AEROPEX 2019 

will be a specialised National Philatelic Exhibition focused 

on the theme of aviation with the majority of competitive 

exhibits being aerophilately.  It is gratifying that this is the 

fourth Aeropex to be held in Adelaide, the last one 

celebrating the centenary of the Wright Brothers flight in 

2003.  Both the late Nelson Eustis and Ross Wood would be 

extremely happy that we are honouring aerophilately in this 

way.   

The Exhibition enjoys the patronage of FISA, The 

International Aerophilately Society.  There are nearly 400 

frames coming from Australia, New Zealand, United States, 

United Kingdom, Indonesia, China and India.  Plus there will 

be an International Jury to make the assessments of the 

competitive exhibits.  Included on the Jury will be the former 

President of the American Air Mail Society, and former 

President of the American Philatelic Society (APS), Mr. 

Stephen Reinhard, and Norman Banfield from New Zealand, 

the Chairman of the FIP Aerophilately Commission.  I heard 

as recently as May this year, in Sweden, that aerophilately 

was dead in the water.  This exhibition puts paid to that 

proposition.   

As the President of the Federation Internationale de 

Philatelie (FIP) I know just how important major exhibitions 

such as Aeropex are to our marvellous hobby.  I lived in 

Adelaide for over six years and I can assure that it is a very 

vibrant City, with great attractions in the region, and a real 

pleasure for you to visit.  I urge you to take this opportunity 

to attend. 

 

 

Message from Martin Walker, President of 

Adelaide Aeropex 2019 Organising Committee. 

 

 

The city of Adelaide has very strong credentials in 

Australia's aviation history. From "Wittber's Hop", arguably 

Australia’s first flight in a heavier than air machine, to the 

recently established Australian Space Agency, Adelaide has 

always been prominent. 

So too in the world of sending messages by air.  The 

earliest messages conveyed by air in Australia were dropped 

from balloons or tied to the legs of homing pigeons.  The first 

recorded messages delivered by aircraft in Australia were in 

1912 when Wizard Stone dropped leaflets over Bathurst 

advertising beer of all things.   

Two years later Maurice Guillaux carried the nation's first 

official air mail from Melbourne to Sydney. In 1917, and 

flying the monoplane previously owned by Guillaux, Graham 

Carey carried the first air mail within South Australia. 

It almost defies belief that just two years separated the 

struggle to fly 40km from Adelaide to Gawler in 1917 to the 

epic flight from England to Australia we are celebrating this 

year.  Both of those flights carried letters and these feature in 

the world of air mail that Aeropex brings to Adelaide. 

As president of the organising committee I am delighted 

to welcome from around Australia and from around the 

world, collectors and their collections; dealers and their 

stocks; and authors and their publications to join us to 

celebrate the centenary of the first flight from England to 

Australia.  

One of the innovations of this exhibition will be a stand 

(no. 4) set aside for authors and publishers to promote new 

works. There may well be ten new books taking off from 

Aeropex.  

In addition to the support of the Australian Philatelic 

Federation and the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés 

Aérophilatéliques, the exhibition has also been supported by 

the Aviation Museum of South Australia and private 

collectors loaning valuable aviation artefacts and models of 

some of Australia’s most significant aircraft. 

I must also acknowledge the support of the members of 

the Epic Flight Centenary Committee. Under the auspices of 

the History Trust of South Australia this committee is 

dedicated to returning to public prominence the skill and 

daring of four young Australian aviators that made history 

100 years ago. 



Filling an album from the sky – collecting letters and 
stamps marking the history of flight.  
 

      Australia’s earliest messages sent from the air were 

leaflets dropped from balloons over Melbourne in 1858. 

Through the latter half of the nineteenth century and the 

first decade of the twentieth, troupes of balloonists and 

aeronauts toured the country with ever increasing 

daredevilry, dropping leaflets and newspapers and all 

manner of messages. The later exploits of the aeronauts 

included parachute jumps and photography and the first 

aerial views of many cities came from the basket, or the 

trapeze, hanging below a balloon.  
 

 
 

      Even before the balloons took to our skies, messages 

were often sent by carrier pigeons. This practise was far 

more widespread than air mail catalogues will suggest but 

the messages were often private and apart from promotional 

and souvenir 

messages carried by 

pigeon, very few 

have survived. One 

of the earliest 

recorded tasks for 

homing pigeons in South Australia was to bring the results 

of the Oakbank Races to the bookmakers of Adelaide in 

times far quicker than a telegram could be sent.  
 

      The major interest for air mail collectors, or 

aerophilatelists, are letters carried on significant flights, but 

what determines if a flight is significant or not? For most 

collectors the first flight 

between two particular places 

will be regarded as 

significant. Aeropex 

celebrates one of the world’s 

most significant first flights – 

that between England and 

Australia, still one of the 

world’s most travelled routes. 

Aeropex will also feature letters 

carried by famous pilots on pioneering or record-breaking 

flights. In the years between the two world wars there were 

as many people collecting souvenirs and autographs of 

famous pilots as were collecting them as examples of air 

mail. They were the celebrities of their day. 
 

      The age of the pioneering aviators transformed into one 

of safety and reliability and the nature of airmail also 

changed. Souvenir letters and postcards gave way to bags 

of mail carried as part of regular services. 

 
 

      Twelve years after Ross and Keith Smith carried a few 

hundred letters on the Vickers Vimy, experimental flights 

by Imperial Airways and Qantas carried tens of thousands 

of letters between England and Australia. Three years later, 

in 1934, the first regular airmail service between the two 

countries began.  
 

      When the carriage of mail between countries expanded, 

the need for international agreements evolved and the 

Universal Postal Union began drafting regulations in the 

1920s. One of these regulations gave rise to an entire 

collecting field that still exists today. The humble air mail 

label that is required to feature the words “Par Avion”, 

French for “By Air”, in addition to the equivalent phrase in 

the local language. Post offices around the world were 

required to commence issuing these labels by 1930 but 

many airline companies also issued them to also advertise 

their services.  
 

       
 

      As early aircraft had limited carrying capacity a new 

business in lightweight writing paper and specially 

designed envelopes and lettersheets evolved. These later 

turned into air-letters, or aerogrammes as we now know 

them. The collecting of aerogrammes is as fascinating as 

any stamp collection with a wealth of everyday issues, 

commemoratives and pictorial designs to collect.  
 

 



      The war years also rained leaflets from the skies for 

promoting recruitment or war loan promotions as well as 

propaganda to disturb the enemy. In times of peace leaflets 

were often used to advertise businesses, shows and products 

but litter laws have now put a stop to that.  
 

 
 

      During the Second World War an ingenious means of 

sending letters was quite literally developed. Special forms 

were produced for people to write their letters upon and 

then these were photographed. The rolls of film were then 

sent to the destination country by air, the photographs of the 

letters, known as “airgraphs” or “V-Mails” in America, 

printed out, and sent on to their respective addressees. This 

means of delivery also added an extra security to the mails 

as the letters could be re-photographed if the plane carrying 

the film did not make it to its destination. It will surprise 

many to learn that the idea was not new and was first used 

during the siege of Paris in 1870, but then the films were 

carried by balloons or pigeons. 

      Hostilities during wartime increased the perils of air 

travel but they were always there. Plane crashes were as 

hazardous to air mails and cargo as they were to pilots and 

passengers. Letters salvaged from planes that met an 

untimely end may seem quite morbid, but they are a very 

popular collecting field and one of the few where the worse 

it looks, the better it is! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      In the years following the Second World War not only 

did the 1930s air mail services resume but faster and more 

direct services became established as the range and capacity 

of new aircraft improved.  
 

      One of the most dramatic improvements in aircraft was 

the rocket. From the experiments of keen amateurs 

financing their hobby with souvenir mails the military 

development of rocket technology not only put a man on 

the moon in 1969, but also the most travelled air mail 

letters in history.  
 

      1953 saw the first of many fiftieth anniversaries of 

famous flights and air mails and the present generation are 

celebrating centenaries of the first flights, the first airmails 

and the air forces and airlines of the world. Aviation fans 

are in their element as we celebrate those anniversaries and 

mark them with souvenirs and re-enactments.  
 

      The organisers of Aeropex, the Australian Air Mail 

Society and the South Australian Philatelic Council 

thoroughly commend the collecting and study of the 

world’s air mails and their part in the history of flight.  
 

 

 



 

On show at Aeropex ……frames 1 to 96  
Note - A (▲) next to the frame numbers indicates the exhibit has been invited by the committee or is not for competition.  

British Guiana - The Airmail Story      Bernard Beston (Aus)       Aerophilately 1-8▲ 

The development of aviation in England's only South American colony, British Guiana, beginning with the US Army 1926 

Goodwill Flight to 1949 when the first airfield was used for civilian use. 

Wartime Trans-Pacific Airmail Routes 1939-1946      Bill Fort (USA)      Aerophilately 9-16▲ 

Development of air transport route used to carry trans-Pacific airmail during the WWII era. 

Nicaragua - Airmail Stamps (The Early Years)      Glen Stafford (Aus)      Aerophilately 17-24▲ 

This is a traditional Aero exhibit that covers, in chronological order, the airmail stamps and their usages in the early period.  

Essays, proofs, errors, specimens and official service issue will be shown. 

Years of Change - International Airmail to and from Australasia (Jan 1939 to Dec 1945) 25-32 

     David Collyer (Aus)      Aerophilately  

The exhibit shows how war in Europe and South East Asia impacted on the routes and rates for Australasian airmail 

between January 1939 and December 1945, when the world was once more at peace. 

The History of Lufthansa from 1955      Geoff Robertshaw (UK)      Postal History 33-40▲ 

First flight covers, postcards and other philatelic items showing the history of the airline Lufthansa from 1955 including its 

aircraft and routes. 

Pan Am Clippers Conquer the Pacific      Jon Krupnick (USA)      Aerophilately 41-48 

Evolution of Pan Am's foreign airmail (FAM) routes from survey flights of 1930s through December 1941. 

The China Clipper      C.H. Li (China)      Aerophilately 49-56 

Aerial Messengers of South Australia      Martin Walker (Aus)      Aerophilately 57-62▲ 

The development of airmails from the message-carrying exploits of the pioneer aviators in South Australia followed by the 

organisation of airmails carried under contract to the Postmaster General up to World War 2. 

The Jessie Litchfield Letters      Martin Walker (Aus)      Aerophilately 63▲ 

Letters sent by a Darwin news correspondent per favour of the famous aviators stopping at Darwin in the 1920s and 1930s. 

Australian Ballooning Before WWI      Martin Walker (Aus)      Picture Postcards 64▲ 

Views of the balloons and their intrepid aeronauts as they toured Australia and the world. 

The Development of Australia's Internal Airmail Services      Robert Williamson (Aus)     Open Philately 65-74▲ 

Traces the development of airmail services within Australia from the first tentative official airmail flights to the 

establishment of regular reliable overnight airmail services. 

Smithy and his Bus - The Life and Times of Charles Kingsford-Smith and his Aircraft the Southern 

Cross 1910-1931     Sue Burn (UK)      Open Philately 
75-76 

Smithy was the first man and the Southern Cross the first machine to fly around the world in his quest for publicity in order 

to obtain a government contract to fly mail.  The exhibit includes original flight covers and ephemera relating to his 

extraordinary achievements. 

Australian Crash Mail      Brian Peace (UK)      Aerophilately 77-80▲ 

Australian crash mail and mail from other interruptions including many covers that are the only recorded examples.  

Souvenir Pigeon Posts of Australia      Martin Walker (Aus)      Aerophilately 81 

Souvenir pigeon posts, complete with special pigeongrams, vignettes and decorative covers in which to send the message 

conveyed by the pigeons were first introduced to Australia in 1933.  This exhibit explains the few souvenir pigeon posts 

that have operated in Australia from 1933 to 2015.  Most have been arranged by philatelic organisations. 

The Australasian Flights of the Faith in Australia      Tony Griffin (Aus)      Aerophilately 82-85 

This exhibit details the flights of the Faith in Australia within Australasia from 1933 to 1937. 

Sir Alan Cobham First Flight Covers Illustrating his Heroic Flights    Andrew Small (Aus)    Aerophilately 86-87 

Alan Cobham undertook survey flights to India, Australia and Africa in the 1920s.  This exhibit highlights his 

achievements. 

Airmail from Australia during World War II      Gary Watson (Aus)      Postal History 2a 88-95 

The exhibit covers the routes by which mail was carried and the postage rates that applied.  By reference to published texts 

and unpublished sources, many anomalies have been identified, including ungazetted routes and non-conforming rates.  

Numerous significant and rare items are included, noted by each being on a bright blue field. 

Australia during World War II : Airmail to POWs and Internees    Gary Watson (Aus)   Postal History 2a 96 

The exhibit covers the routes by which mail was carried and the postage rates that applied, into both Europe and Asia.  Rare 

and significant items are identified by each being on a bright blue field. 



On show at Aeropex ……frames 97 to 176  
Australian External Airmails to 1945      Malcolm Groom (Aus)      Postal History 2a 97-104 

A study of commercial airmails for mails to and from Australia, with focus on routes and rates. 

The Airgraph Service - 17 April 1941 to 31 July 1945      Gary Brown (Aus)      Postal History 2c 105-112 

The story of British Airgraph System set up during WWII to enable the troops in the field and families at home to 

communicate quicker with each other due to aircraft having weight restrictions on non-essential services. 

Aloha - The Diamond Head Stamp of 1952      Jon Krupnick (USA)      Aerophilately 113-118 

Complete history from concept design to late use. 

1929 - Airmail Stamps of India      Markand Dave (UK)      Traditional 119-123 

A study of constant errors, focused on finding of position from large multiples in absence of the complete sheets.  Errors, 

some rare destinations, perfin, setoff print, double/kiss print, usage on Zeppelin mail, first flight, first day covers and unique 

artist's sketches are shown. 

Indian Aerogrammes      Madhukar Jhingan (India)      Postal Stationery 124-128 

The exhibit features the air mail letter sheet / aerogrammes of India since their introduction in 1945 to the latest issued in 

2009 along with the commemoratives and special issues from 1945 to 2011 and the issues with advertisements from 1975 

to 2004.  Also included are formular issues, specimens and errors. 

Australian Airletters & Aerogrammes 1944 to 1965  Frank Pauer (Aus)  Postal Stationery 129-133 

The exhibit traces the development of the Australia Post Office airletters and aerogrammes from 1944 to 1965. 

Australian Aerogrammes 1966 - 1981; Note Printing Branch Era  Frank Pauer (Aus)  Postal Stationery 134-136▲ 

The exhibit traces the development of the Australia Post Office airletters and aerogrammes from 1966 to 1981. 

Air Letters and Aerogrammes of Canada      Ian McMahon (Aus)      Postal Stationery 137-144 

This display covers the air letters and aerogrammes of Canada from the military formular air letters issued to facilitate 

communication to and from Canadian armed forces overseas during the Second World War to the stamped air letters / 

aerogrammes issued until 1996. 

Papua New Guinea - Definitive Aerogrammes 1975-1990      Joan Orr (Aus)      Postal Stationery 145 

First 15 years arranged chronologically from the generic issue without fixed denomination until 1990 and the end of the 

long format. 

Australia - 10c 3 Flap Definitive Aerogramme      Joan Orr (Aus)      Postal Stationery 146 

A study of the two forms showing essays, variety of paper and gum, also changed wording on front and back panels.  

Belgian Aerogrammes - The Complete Story      Jenny Roland (Aus)     Postal Stationery 147-152▲ 

The exhibit studies the complete story of Belgian aerogrammes from their introduction in 1948 to their demise in 1996.  It 

includes rare proofs, mint and FDI items, and destination usage in all seven continents. 

The Air Letters of Sierra Leone 1944-1971      Geoff Kellow (Aus)      Postal Stationery 153-155 

A study of the air letters up to establishment of the Republic in 1971, including formular precursors, proofs, usages and 

commercial unstamped air letters. 

The Development of Aviation      Ajie Prasetyo (Indonesia)      Thematic Philately 156-160 

This exhibits many aspects of aviation in a thematic format by showing not only topical aviation material but thematic 

elements that will develop the story more interestingly. 

Evolution of Flight      Deepthi Sudharsan (India)      Youth 9.2 161-163 

This exhibit shows the evolution of flight from unmanned to manned, unpowered to powered, high altitude to space. 

Airmail Labels of the Australian Post Office      Martin Walker (Aus)      Cinderella 164-168 

The history, production and use of air mail labels issued by the Australian post office from 1930 to date. 

When Matches Were Handed Out On QANTAS Aircraft      David Figg (Aus)     Cinderella 169▲ 

From the early 1950s through to the late 1980s, QANTAS handed out matches to its smoking passengers on both its 

domestic and international routes.  Smoking aboard Australian domestic aircraft was banned on 1 December 1987 and on 

Australian international flights from July 1996. 

Airlines of the World      John Comrie (NZ)      Open Philately 170-174 

Aircraft on stamps that can be identified to an airline either by name, registration or livery.  Also postal stationery and flight 

covers carried by them, postcards or pictures and passenger tickets where possible. 

Australia 1937 Airmail Exhibition      John Walker (Aus)     Cinderella 175-176▲ 

A display showing original artwork for the cover design and the souvenir poster stamp along with proofs of the various 

colour trials.  The exhibit shows the final four covers chosen and issued in imperf and perf sheets.  Covers, prospectus and 

catalogue are shown, plus a medal in the form of an aeroplane. 



On show at Aeropex ……frames 177 to 229  
The England-Australia Air Race; the Competitors at Bandar Abbas, Persia      Laurence Kimpton (UK)  177▲ 

Photographs printed from each original negative of the competitors in the 1919 England-Australia Air Race during their 

stopover at Bandar Abbas, Persia.  Also included are photographs of the Ross Smith 1918 survey flight to India and the 

French aviators Poulet and Benoist. 

50th Anniversary of the First England to Australia Flight      Dianne James (Aus)      Aerophilately 178 

Private and commercial covers that were produced and mailed to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first England to 

Australia flight. 

Hubert Wilkins - Australian Pole to Pole Pioneer      Brian Callan (Ireland)      Open Philately 179-183 

This exhibit presents details of flights and polar expeditions that brought fame to Hubert Wilkins, as well as his attempt to 

reach the North Pole by submarine. 

England-India-Australia, Ross Smith and Beyond      Pradip Jain (India)     Open Philately 184 

The 'England Australia Air Race 1919-1920 & Rome-Tokyo 1920' connected West to East and transformed the means of 

communication in the world.  This exhibit highlights the events that led to the famous trial flights and the events that 

followed leading up to the creation of an aerial route between England and Australia. 

Developing Europe-Australia Airmail Routes 1907-1934      Ed Wolf (Aus)      Aerophilately 185-189 

A demonstration of the Dutch, British and French effort in reaching their respective empires in the East through 

accelerating the mail. 

RAAF South Australia P.O.s during WWII Operated by the PMG      Neville Solly (Aus)     Postal History 190-192▲ 

Postmarks, registration, airmail and charity envelopes used during WWII from PMG operated post offices at RAAF stations 

in South Australia. 

Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways      Ken Sanford (USA)     Aerophilately 193-202▲ 

Air crash covers of Imperial Airways from 1920 to 1939.  It represents all crashes from when mail was recovered and has 

been recorded. 

Cachets Applied to Interrupted New Zealand Airmail      Brian Peace (UK)      Aerophilately 203-204 

A study of the 'Aeroplane Trip Cancelled' and 'Air Service Interrupted' cachets applied in New Zealand to air mail that has 

been on an interrupted service in the period 1937-1967. 

By Airmail to New Zealand 1931-1945      Robert Duns (NZ)      Aerophilately 205-206 

A study of regular commercial airmail from the United Kingdom and intermediate points to NZ, showing the development 

of the air routes and changes to postal rates. 

Polar Flights in Southern Skies      David Figg (Aus)      Aerophilately 207 

This exhibit shows the variety of flights that have occurred south of the Antarctic Circle in the last sixty years.  Although to 

date no commercial passenger flights actually land on the great white continent, the trans-polar route and Antarctic scenic 

flights, primarily from Australia and New Zealand, certainly penetrate its airspace. 

First Official Airmail Services from Australia to New Guinea      Tony Griffin (Aus)      Aerophilately 208 

This exhibit details the first regular official airmail service from Australia to New Guinea in 1938. 

Airmail to New Zealand 1925-1950      Steven Ferguson (NZ)      Aerophilately 209-216 

The story of the first 28 years of airmail to New Zealand.  Commercial first flights, military and official, showing a wide 

range of rates. 

Australia to New Zealand First Flight Covers      Dianne James (Aus)      Aerophilately 217▲ 

Australian pre-decimal, Australia to New Zealand and New Zealand to Australia first flight covers. 

A Cover Story Uncovered      Gordon Oates (Aus)     Aerophilately 218▲ 

The history behind an airmail cover from Farina to Adelaide in 1937.  The places, airline, route and addressee. 

Canterbury Aviation (NZ) Ltd      Robert Livingston (NZ)      Aerophilately 219 

CAC was formed to train pilots for the RFC during WWI.  Following WWI, it was involved with developing passenger 

services.  This exhibit shows examples of the only two services where it carried mail.  On page 6 is a forgery where an 

attempt was made to defraud collectors. 

Transcontinental Flights between Russia and Antarctica      Ross Marshall (NZ)      Aerophilately 220-224 

This exhibit details the development of air routes and transport options for the Soviet Antarctic Expeditions with 

experimental and technical trial flights to the establishment of reliable planes and routes. 

The KLM Amsterdam-Batavia Airmail Lines and Their Interconnections 1924-1942 225-229 

     Martin Saputra (Indonesia)      Aerophilately  

This exhibit focuses on the development of airmail route KLM Amsterdam-Batavia line, displaying airmails carried by 

KLM Amsterdam-Batavia route and their interconnections. 



On show at Aeropex ……frames 230 to 291  
Golden Orchid Flights of Ansett ANA      Gaye & Graeme Chequer (Aus)     Open Philately 230▲ 

Come fly with me … The Golden Orchid Flights were from Sydney and Brisbane, starting in 1960.  Some ephemera 

associated with those flights. 

The Development of KNILM Route in Netherlands Indies 1920-1942 231-235 

     Martin Saputra (Indonesia)      Aerophilately  

This exhibit focuses on the development of KNILM airmail route in the Netherlands Indies, displaying domestic and 

international airmails carried by military aircraft from 1920 until the end of their operation in 1942. 

The Development of Airmail Route by KLM & KNILM in Netherlands East Indies 1927-1942 236-240 

     Ajie Prasetyo (Indonesia)      Aerophilately  

This exhibit focuses on the development of airmail routes by KLM and KNILM in Netherlands Indies, displaying airmails 

carried inside, from and to the Netherlands Indies by pioneering and experimental KLM flights or regular commercial KLM 

and KNILM services from 1927 until the end of their operation in 1942. 

Netherlands East Indies Airmail 1920-1942       Teguh Wira Adikusuma (Indonesia)       Aerophilately 241-248 

This exhibit focuses on development of Netherlands East Indies airmail, displaying airmails carried by plane from, to, 

inside and passing the Netherlands East Indies by military aircraft, pioneering KLM flights, experimental KLM flights, as 

well as regular commercial services. 

Philippines International Airmails up to 1941      Geoff Lewis (Aus)      Aerophilately 249-256 

The Philippines is best known in Aerophilately as the Asian terminus for the clipper transAtlantic service from San 

Francisco.  However, airmail from Manila to Europe was also carried to either Singapore or Hong Kong. 

The International Airmails of P.R.C. (1949-1956)      Kok Ying Kei (China)      Aerophilately 257-264 

Brunei Airmail Services 1930-1941        Claire Scott (UK)        Aerophilately 265-266 

The display looks at the three areas of airmail for Brunei, starting with the RAF air sea surveys of 1930 and 1931 followed 

by the development of the Imperial Airways Eastern Route and its competitor KLM with its route to Java. 

Early Air Post of China      Yulin (Frank) Yao (China)      Aerophilately 267-271 

A study of the development of aviation and airmail services in China (1920-1933): pioneer period (1920-1927), China 

National Aviation Corp, Eurasia Aviation Corp and 1932-1933 provisional airmail stamps of Sinkiang province. 

KLM Comes, and Goes! May 1931      Brian Pope (Aus)      Aerophilately 272 

Australia, somewhat reluctantly, gave KLM approval to extend their Amsterdam-Batavia service on a single trial basis, 

entering and departing via Wyndham in 1931, between 12 and 27 May.  Domestic mail was prohibited.  Dutch and 

Australian material is presented. 

Dragon's Wings - Chinese Airmails (1921-1941)      Xiao Hong Su (China)      Aerophilately 273-277 

In this exhibit, the first flight of China and their related stamps are investigated and displayed. 

The Inaugural Air-India International Flight from Bombay to London on 8 June 1948 278-282 

     Piyush Khaitan (India)      Aerophilately  

The exhibit explores the special features of this stamp issue, airmail flown on this flight and other rare exhibits around this 

interesting event: postage rates, special dispensations, errors, rare return flight mail, unauthorised later usage, etc. 

Thai Airways First Flights and their Orchid Logo      Gaye and Graeme Chequer (Aus)      Open Philately 283 

The Royal Orchid Service commenced in 1960 with three planes servicing ten regional destinations.  In 1975, Thai 

International Airways introduced a new corporate logo featuring a 'stylised' hybrid orchid Dendrobium Madame Pompadou. 

The Karachi-Madras Route Extension Flight of Tata Sons Ltd (October 1932) 284-288 

     Piyush Khaitan (India)      Aerophilately  

The exhibit covers the prelude to, and mail flown on this path breaking event and displays the postage rates, postmarks, 

various destinations and points of origin of mail.  Many rare and some unique postal items are showcased. 

Airmails from the United States to New Zealand 1927-1946      Bob Watson (NZ)      Aerophilately 289 

At first mailers could avail themselves of airmail with the USA to an exchange office at a coastal port, relying on shipping 

to complete the journey.  As airlines developed new routes, the Post Office made use of these in their airmail schedules. 

Motorcycle Courier Service - CAM1 – USA      Rick Oxenham (NZ)      Aerophilately 290 

The US PO authorised a three month trial to expedite mail delivery to/from five towns close to Hartford Airport on CAM 

Route 1, New York-Boston.  The town mail to/from Hartford was delivered by Indian motorcycle courier.  The afternoon 

plane would connect with the Transcontinental overnight plane from New York. 

Airmails of New Caledonia 1929-1941      Tom Frommer (Aus)      Aerophilately 291 

Pioneer and experimental flights carried out from, to and within New Caledonia by such well known aviators as Roffey, de 

Verneilh, Deve and Martinet. 



On show at Aeropex ……frames 292 to 356  
SCADTA Airmail 1929-1931      Alfredo Frohlich (USA)      Aerophilately 292-299 

Development of the rise and fall of SCADTA as an airmail carrier. 

Airmail from Nyasaland      John Moore (Aus)      Aerophilately 300-304 

A study of the various airmail routes and rates from 1931 until Independence on 5 July 1964. 

Hydro Aviation - The Sea Plane      Rick Oxenham (NZ)     Open Philately 305-309▲ 

This exhibit tells, with the aid of philatelic material, postcards, trade/cigarette cards, cinderellas, playing cards, medallions 

and other relevant items, the development of the float plane and flying boat from pioneer days, the inter-war development 

period, and later post-war advances to the present day. 

The First Regular and First International Airmail Service in the World: Vienna-Cracow-Lemberg-Kiyiv 310-314 

     John Bodnar (Aus)      Aerophilately  

This exhibit shows the overprinted stamps, scarce perforated stamps on cover, plus proofs, first and last flight covers, 

military cachets, as well as flight plans to and from Kiev. 

Australia's Departure Tax      Martin Walker (Aus)      Revenues 315 

This exhibit shows the effects of changing legislation on the issue and use of departure tax and exempt tax stamps from 

their introduction in 1978 to their demise in 1995 when the departure tax was required to be collected by the international 

airline operators as part of the ticket price. 

When The Leaves Fall      Charles Bromser (Aus)     Open Philately 316-320▲ 

Psychological warfare is an important aspect of major conflict.  During WWII both sides dropped a variety of propaganda 

leaflets using aeroplanes, balloons, special purpose rockets and the mighty V-1. 

Newfoundland: First / Early Airmail Flights 1921-1947      Terry Isaac (NZ)      Aerophilately 321-322 

This exhibit aims to show development in internal / external flights where mail was a main, or the main, purpose.  

Jamaica Airmail Rates & Routes      David Ingle Smith (Aus)      Postal History 2b 323-327 

Regular airmail services commenced in 1930.  Rates and routes are illustrated for letters, aerogrammes, post cards, 

newspapers and second class mail, together with associated instructional markings. 

The Development of Commercial Airmail Routes in the Caribbean    Darryl Fuller (Aus)    Postal History 328-332▲ 

A postal history study of the development of commercial airmail routes in the Caribbean using commercial airmail covers 

flown amongst the islands and Central and South America. 

Lindbergh Flies the Mail 1926-1931      David Ball (USA)      Aerophilately 333-337 

For ten months, Charles Lindbergh carried airmail on CAM2 following his flight from New York to Paris. He flew survey 

and inaugural flights.  Lindbergh established routes in Latin and South America while carrying a million pieces of mail. 

Lindbergh Airmail First Day Covers      Allen Klein (USA)      First Day Covers 338 

Official and unofficial US 10c Lindbergh airmail first day issue of 1927 with outstanding cachets by pioneer cachet makers. 

1962 USA 4c "Project Mercury" Stamp Issue FDC      Tim Kennaway (Aus)      First Day Covers 339 

This exhibit highlights examples of printed US FDC cachets produced by some of the large number of cachet makers / 

designers who jointly celebrated the FDI of the 4c 'Project Mercury' stamp and John Glenn Jr's successful solo manned 

Mercury space mission in February 1962. 

Rocket Mail Pioneers      Charles Bromser (Aus)      Astrophilately 340-344 

The 1930s was the golden era for rocket mail.  Experimenters around the world launched mail rockets to try to speed up 

delivery and prepare for the coming space age.  Most experimenters are shown, with examples of glider rockets, solid and 

liquid fuel rockets. 

Rocket Mails of India      Ramu Srinivasa (India)      Astrophilately 345-349 

An attempt is made to showcase the saga of Indian rocket mails. 

"Operation Sinbad" The Macquarie Island Flights July-August 1948 350 

     Graham Englefield (Aus)      Polar Philately  

Mail to and from Macquarie Island carried by Catalina A24-104 on its emergency mission in 1948. 

Helipost - The Transportation of Mail by Helicopter      Jenny Roland (Aus)     Aerophilately 351-355▲ 

Exhibit studies the genesis and evolution of transportation of mail by helicopter around the world, particularly in the 1950s. 

Landplanes Shoulder the Trans-Atlantic Mail: French South Atlantic Airmail, 1934-40 356 

     Dan Gribbin (USA)      Aerophilately  

At first treated as a last resort, land-based aircraft gradually replaced flying boats on Air France's mail flights across the 

South Atlantic in the period 1934-1940. 



On show at Aeropex ……frames 357 to 392  
Lundy      Linda Welden (Aus)      Aerophilately 357-361▲ 

Lundy Island from 1929 to 1954.  Showing stamps, varieties, overprints and By Air.  Includes tram ticket labels on covers 

and various other first day covers. 

Quest by Airship - The Wellman / Vaniman Expeditions      Cheryl Ganz (USA)      Picture Postcards 362 

Postcard story of quest to use airships to set world records and 'firsts' to the North Pole and across the Atlantic Ocean.  

QANTAS Fleet Develops 1921-2000      David Collyer (Aus)      Picture Postcards 363 

The cards shown are principally of the international fleet, a number of which were printed for use by QANTAS passengers. 

From India to Space      Savita Jhingan (India)      Astrophilately 364-368 

An astrophilatelic exhibit on the Indian space program.  The exhibit focuses on stamps, covers, cards and missives that are 

either flown on rockets or document launches, and post launch events related to Indian activity in space. 

To Boldly Go …      Johanna Stafford (Aus)     Open Philately 369▲ 

Gene Roddenberry, creator of Star Trek, held a positive view of the future.  This exhibit touches on some of the messages 

that Roddenberry wove within the subtext of Star Trek. 

Commercial Zeppelin Mail      Geoff Reynolds (UK)      Aerophilately 370-374 

Most collected Zeppelin mail is of philatelic origin.  Commercial mail was less attractive and the majority of it was not 

saved.  This exhibit shows a range of commercial mail carried by Zeppelin and illustrates a variety of postal rates. 

The 1909 Challenge - Cross the English Channel by Aeroplane     John Bodnar (Aus)    Picture Postcards 375 

This postcard exhibit shows the aeroplane used by the two most serious contenders and details the failure of Hubert Latham 

and the success of Louis Bleriot. 

The Development of International Airmail in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia 1923-1941 376-380 

     Ratomir Zivkovic (USA)      Aerophilately  

The role of Yugoslavia in the airmail service between West and Southeast Europe and mail to Africa, Asia, South and 

North America with major intercontinental airlines.  Link to Horseshoe Route, LATI and Pan Am in early stages of WW2. 

Graf Zeppelin DLZ127 South America Airmail 1930-1937      Brian Callan (UK)      Aerophilately 381-388 

First commercial airmail service between Europe and South America, including the early demonstration flights. 

Germany's First Zeppelin Flight to United States      Allen Klein (USA)      Aerophilately 389 

Mail flown on rigid airship ZR-3 during Berlin test flight and non-stop trans-Atlantic flight with drop mail in the Azores 

and delivery to US Navy at Lakehurst, New Jersey. 

20th Century Space Exploration      Finn O'Regan (Aus)      Youth 9.1 390-392 

To present, through a time period, some of the events that resulted from scientific and technical progress achieved in 20th 

century space exploration. 

On show at the APF Stand  
ANT and TU Airplanes on Postage Stamps      Alexandr Zatuchnyi (Russia)      Literature 401 

We present marks, envelopes, special postmarking from all over the world (55 countries) dedicated to airplanes made by 

Andrey N Tupolev design bureau from the moment of its foundation. 

Australasian Crash Mail and Mail from Other Incidents Vol 2. 1931-1935    Brian Peace (UK)   Literature 402 

A detailed study of accidents and incidents affecting mail-carrying aircraft within Australia, Papua New Guinea and New 

Zealand, and aircraft travelling to or from Australasia.  Volume 2 covers the period 1931-35 

Cachets Applied to Interrupted New Zealand Airmail      Brian Peace (UK)      Literature 403 

A study of the 'Aeroplane Trip Cancelled' and 'Air Service Interrupted' cachets applied in New Zealand to interrupted 

airmail.  The first examples of cachets were applied to covers to be carried on 23 April 1936. 

The Ross Smith Stamp & Its Postal History      Charles Leski Auctions (Aus)      Literature 404▲ 

The Borton & Smith Aerodrome Survey 1919      Ed Wolf (Aus)      Literature 405 

The story of the 1919 survey by Borton and Smith from India to Timor before the famous flight from UK to Australia, as 

found in the arrival records of the National Archive at Kew, UK and Adelaide Library. 

Per Aerial Mail      Geoff Wotherspoon (Aus)      Literature 406 

Sanctioned airmail flight Lismore-Casino-Tenterfield 26th June 1920, under the instruction of the Postmaster General. 

Centenary of Indian Airmails 1911-2014      Vijay Seth (India)      Literature 407 

First Flight covers 1911-1947, stamps on aviation, FFC Air India, FFC Indian Airlines, First Day Covers, postal stationery, 

army postal service covers, special covers & postmarks, maxim cards, FFC foreign airlines touching India, meters, etc. 



On show at the APF Stand  
Centenary of Sir Ross & Sir Keith Smith's Epic Flight, England-Australia 1919 408 

     Barrie Newman (Aus)      Numismatic  

History of Vickers Vimy flight in 1919 and items produced to commemorate anniversaries, including the centenary 

celebrations for December 2019. 
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Aircraft and Epic Flight Centenary Exhibits 
The model of the Vickers Vimy G-EAOU aircraft is made almost entirely of copper and was built in 1998 by aviation 

enthusiasts Arthur and Eileen Robertson for the former Railway, Telegraph and Aviation Museum. It is displayed through the 

courtesy of the History Trust of South Australia and the family of Arthur and Eileen Robertson. 

The banners outlining the history of the 1919 flight are displayed through the courtesy of the History Trust of South Australia 

and the Sir Ross and Sir Keith Smith Fund.  

The Mattra unguided rocket, located near the astrophilately exhibits, and the models of Kingsford Smith’s Fokker FVIIa 

“Southern Cross” and the West Australian Airways DH66 Hercules, used to carry the first trans-Australian mails in 1929, are 

displayed through the courtesy of the South Australian Aviation Museum. 

The 1920s tinplate toy of Harry Butler’s Bristol monoplane and other aviation collectables are displayed by James Dalziel, 

Martin Walker, Lainie Anderson, Merv Harris, Shane Williams and other anonymous contributors. 





 
Did you know there are 32 Stamp and Coin Clubs 

in South Australia and the Northern Territory? 

Alice Springs Stamp Club Riverland Philatelic Society 

Barossa Stamp Collectors Club Port Pirie Philatelic Society 

Blackwood Philatelic Circle Philatelic Society of South Australia Inc. 

Bordertown & Districts Philatelic Soc. Mount Gambier Philatelic Society 

City of Noarlunga Philatelic Society Lower Murray Philatelic Society 

Community Philatelic Society Para Hills Philatelic Society Inc. 

Darwin Philatelic Club Inc. Salisbury Philatelic Society 

Eastern Districts Philatelic Society SA Power Networks Stamp Club 

Elizabeth Philatelic Society Stirling Philatelic Society 

Encounter Bay Stamp Club Strathalbyn Philatelic Society 

German Philatelic Group Ukrainian Collectibles Club 

Glenside Philatelic Society Yorke Peninsula Collectables Club 

Special Interest Societies 

Australian Air Mail Society Numismatic Society of South Australia 

Aust. Match Cover Collectors’ Society Postal Stationery & Postal History Society 

Australian Postcard Society Printed Collectables Club 

Commonwealth Specialists Group South Australia Study Group 

For details of your nearest club, visit the South Australian Philatelic Council 

stand at the exhibition, email saphil@adam.com.au or visit www.apf.org.au/sa 

http://www.apf.org.au/sa



