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THE MAXI CLASS

1.     The smallest of all exhibiting Classes

2.     Expect a maximum of 5 exhibits in ANY exhibition

3. Most popular in France, Belgium, Portugal, Spain,           
Italy, Romania and Bulgaria

4. Short clear Guidelines

5.     Not so easy to judge



GUIDELINES – Definition and Nature

•Material Picture Post cards only

•Postage stamp on the Picture side 

•The cancellation tying the stamp to the card



RESTRICTIONS Permitted

•Postage stamps approved by UPU only

•Postal Stationery Cutouts approved by Postal 
administration for such use

•Only one stamp permitted

•Stamp size not to exceed a quarter of the card size

•Frama labels or such like permitted



RESTRICTIONS Permitted

•Personalised postage stamps - provided the 
stamp image concords with the card image



RESTRICTIONS Not permitted

• Postage Due stamps

• Revenue stamps

• Precancelled stamps

• Stamps issued contrary to UPU Code of Ethics

• Official Stamps

• Online printed stamps



FURTHER GUIDELINES    The Cancellation

• The cancellation must be printed by the authorized postal service.

• b. The pictorial design of the cancellation and/or the text, as well as the place of 
cancellation should have a connection with the subject of the postage stamp and 
of the picture postcard or with the purpose of the issue

• - (event, charitable activity, theme of the series).

• c. Cancellations made by philatelic services are accepted provided that the 
concordance of place is met.

• d. Cancellations made by the philatelic service of small countries with only the 
country name are allowed.



FURTHER GUIDELINES The Cancellation
• e. The closer the connection is between the subject and the picture and/or text of a 

pictorial cancellation, the better is the concordance.

• f. Ordinary cancellations without illustration are valid provided they show the 
name of the locality of the post office and the concordance of place is met.

• g. The cancellation must be applied within the period of validity of the postage 
stamp and as close as possible to the date of issue.

• h. The cancellation with the name of the post office and the date must be legible.

• i. It must be complete and tie the postage stamp to the postcard. This applies to 
handstamped cancellations as well.



FURTHER GUIDELINES     The POSTCARD

• a. Its size must conform to dimensions accepted by the UPU. However, only 
postcards of square or rectangular shape available on the market are accepted, 
provided that their size allows two per A4 page. 

• Postcards are not allowed to be reduced in size.

• b. The picture must offer the best possible concordance with the subject of the 
postage stamp, or with one of them if there are several.

• c. Postcards fully reproducing the postage stamp, i.e. with perforation, face value, 
country name are forbidden.

• d. The picture must emphasize the subject of the postage stamp. Postcards can 
have margins and a text directly connected with the subject of the maximum card.



FURTHER GUIDELINES The POSTCARD

e. Old postcards can have an area for correspondence on the picture side. With the 
exception of these old postcards, the larger the picture the better.

f. The picture postcard should be as far as possible on sale before the issue of the 
postage stamp.

g. Not allowed: Postcards with multiple pictures or holograms.

h. The following items cannot be used for maximum cards: collages, cut-outs, 
private photographs on photo paper, colour or black and white photocopies, photo-
montages, drawings, documents specially devised for the stamp issue to be printed 
privately on photo paper thanks to a computer.



TYPES OF EXHIBITS

•Theme

•(note Topic is excluded)

•Country or City but not in a chronologlical 
order

•Specialised Field or Study



Title Page (Introductory Page)

• An Introductory or Title Page must be the first page of the exhibit. It must contain:

• • The title of the exhibit

• • Short, precise and relevant general information on the subject

• • Description of the purpose of the exhibit

• • Description of the scope of the exhibit

• • Plan of the structure of the exhibit – chapters or sections etc – rather than a "frame by 
frame" or "page by

• page" description. A table of contents or a literal description is not a satisfactory plan.

• • List of personal research by the exhibitor within the subject (with references to articles or 
literature)



TITLE PAGE





Poor Title Page



Judging criteria (a)

• 1. Treatment – 20 points -

• 2. Philatelic Importance – 10 points -

• 3. Philatelic and related Knowledge,

• Personal Study and Research – 35 points –

• (How do you break this total up) 

• 4. Condition – 10 points -

• 5. Rarity – 20 points -

• 6. Presentation – 5 points - . Total - 100 points



Judging criteria (b)



TREATMENT

• Treatment is the development of the story for the subject chosen.

• In assessing treatment judges are looking for:

• • A logical development that is easy to follow

• • Completeness of the material shown in relation to the scope of the exhibit

• • A clear and concise write up

• • A balanced exhibit for the subject chosen.



TREATMENT

• They will check that the exhibit:

• • Has an Introductory or Title Page which –

• - States the purpose of the exhibit

• - Defines the scope of the exhibit

• - Has a plan of the exhibit

• - Gives the most important literature references.
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Maxi Exhibit Page



PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE

• 4.3.1 Philatelic and related knowledge is demonstrated by the 
items chosen for the exhibit and their related write-up and 
analysis.

• Personal study is demonstrated by correct analysis of the items 
shown in the exhibit.

• Personal research is presentation of new facts related to the 
chosen subject. Where presentation of new facts is

• evident, a large portion of the total points may be given for it.



PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE

• 4.3.2 Information given should not overwhelm the philatelic 
material shown. A well thought out plan may avoid

• lengthy descriptions in the exhibit

• 4.3.3 Philatelic and related knowledge:

• The choice of items reflects knowledge of the chosen subject, of 
the postage stamp and of the picture postcard



CONCORDANCE Subject

•The relationship between the stamp 
subject and the Postcard Image



CONCORDANCE of Place

•Obviously the Guidelines were originally 
written in French, and it shows.



CONCORDANCE of Place

•Obviously the Guidelines were originally 
written in French, and it shows.



CONCORDANCE of Place

• Concordance of place requires a connection between the name of the place or the locality of the cancellation

• and the subject of the postage stamp and of the postcard. A “first day cancellation” can only be used when it

• is in accordance with this condition.

• a. For monuments, landscapes and sites there is only one place that gives the required concordance. It is

• the one where the monument, the landscape or the site is located. If the place has no post office, the

• one serving the site should be selected or the one of the nearest place.

• b. When the subject is a person the cancellation should be made in a place connected to their birth, death,

• burial, work or aspect of their activity, posthumous homage etc. When the postage stamp

• commemorates explicitly one of these events, cancellation of the place where it happened is better.

• c. Where the postage stamp commemorates an event, the cancellation should be of a place related to the



CONCORDANCE of Place

• d. When the postage stamp shows an aeroplane, a train or a ship, the cancellation should be of a place

• where there is an airport, a railway station, a port or an on-board post office directly related to the

• subject.

• e. The maximum cards showing sporting activities are better if they are cancelled in places where these

• sports take place.

• f. Maximum cards showing works of art (such as paintings, sculptures, mosaics, enamels, glass windows,

• frescoes, tapestries) and, generally, all objects found in museums or collections, should be cancelled

• either in the place where they are to be found, or in the place where they were created.

• Cancellations of other places are allowed where exhibitions and other events are held in connection with

• the work of art.



CONCORDANCE of Place
• g. When the postage stamp commemorates an event or shows a 

landscape or a monument of another country, the production of 
a maximum card is impossible as there is a total lack of 
concordance of place.

• h. Cancellations made abroad by post offices of a country (on 
occasion of philatelic exhibitions or other event) are allowed.

• i. The cancellation is best if of a place closely connected to the 
subject, which meets the concordances of subject, place and 
time and is in use for a short time.

• • Concordance of time is defined by the date of the postmark, 
within the period of validity



CONCORDANCE of Time

•Concordance of time is defined by the 
date of the postmark, within the period 
of validity of the postage stamp.



CONDITION

• 4.4 Condition (10 points)

•The maximum cards should be in the best possible 
condition – this applies to 

•the stamp, 

•postcard and 

•cancellation.



RARITY

•4.4 Condition (10 points)

•The maximum cards should be in the best possible 
condition – this applies to the stamp, postcard 
and cancellation.



PRESENTATION

• a. Avoid using coloured paper

• b. Try to avoid an unduly uniform arrangement

• c. Maximum of two cards per page of approx A4 size.

• d. Avoid too empty and too crowded pages, and 
overlapping cards

• e. The text should be concise and easy to read.



GOOD EXAMPLES A



GOOD EXAMPLES A



BAD EXAMPLES B



BAD EXAMPLES B



BAD EXAMPLES A



CRITIQUE / FEEDBACK

• WHERE DOES FEEDBACK START



CRITIQUE / FEEDBACK

• YOUR RESEARCH



CRITIQUE / FEEDBACK

Library 
•Internet

• Auctions Houses

•Ebay, Delcampe, Hipstamp etc Hip 
stamp



CRITIQUE / FEEDBACK

Address the Exhibit, NOT the Exhibitor

Give credit where you see it

•Don’t pick on irrelevant things like Font size 
or backing details

•Do offer constructive suggestions

•Avoid arguments……………..ALWAYS



CRITIQUE / FEEDBACK

Praise the exhibitor

Encourage the Exhibitor



CRITIQUE / FEEDBACK

PLEASE LISTEN



CONCLUSION

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE
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