
Open Philately
What you need to know to judge and guide exhibitors



Background

• Open Philately is recognised as a discipline at the FIP Congress 2012 
in Jakarta

• Motion at FIP Congress 9 August 2022 to establish a Commission for 
Open Philately

• Working Group established to prepare documentation for a 
Commission under the chairmanship of Peter Suhadolc to report to 
the FIP Congress in Seoul in 2024 (Seoul now delayed)

• WG has forwarded their recommendations to FIP but they won’t get 
in front of an FIP Congress until 2026



The Basics

• Open Philately seeks to broaden the range of exhibiting and to allow 

philatelists to include objects from other collecting fields in support 

of, and in order to develop, an understanding of the philatelic 

material shown.

• It provides an opportunity to present the range of research 

undertaken by showing the philatelic material in its cultural, social, 

industrial, commercial, or other context and to show wider and 

deeper knowledge of the topic.



The Basics

• Exhibits may be planned chronologically, geographically, or any other 
way that the exhibitor may feel appropriate to employ.

• Title page should still share a purpose (or scope), plan, personal 
research statement, rarity statement, and bibliography

• The philatelic items must be described in the proper philatelic terms, 
as they would have been in a similar TR, PH, TH or any other exhibit.

• The non-philatelic items must be described and be relevant and assist 
the development of the exhibit.



The Basics (applies to all exhibits)

• The text should be unemotive; words like “amazing”, “wonderful”, 
“excellent” and “outstanding” should be tempered in your written text

• The same applies to item descriptions; some exhibitors use the 
description from the auction catalogue with terminology like “an 
outstanding example”, “extraordinarily rare” etc or they put the 
catalogue value into their description

• In describing rarity have a source that you mention on your title page 
to validate your “one of only three recorded” – it may not be a book or 
catalogue but could be a census (published or otherwise) or some 
simple maths. 

• and have a look on ebay to see how many of them are available for purchase 



Material

Open Philately exhibits may include:

• All types of philatelic material included in all other exhibiting categories (see SREV’s).

• Non-philatelic material may include all types of items, excluding dangerous and 
prohibited material. 

• Non-philatelic items must be relevant to the chosen subject and serve to illustrate it.

Options: trading cards, original (contemporary) photos, badges, medals, paybooks, ID 
cards, notices, cigarette packets, matchbook labels, epaulettes, tickets, 
advertising brochures, beer mats, packaging material, phone cards, newspaper 
clippings, book covers, coins and a raft of other items 



Material (Range)



Material (Range)



Material (Range)



Material

• The philatelic material must be at least 50% of the exhibit.

• The non-philatelic material may be up to 50% of the exhibit, but it is 

not a requirement that the non-philatelic material comprises half of 

the exhibit.

• However, the variety of the non-philatelic material is important as it 

will influence the judging of Treatment as well as Material.’



Material

• All philatelic material must be original.

• All non-philatelic material should be 
original, where at all possible

• Use a variety of non-philatelic material.

Te Tiriti o Waitangi



Criteria for Evaluating Open Philately Exhibits



Knowledge & Research

Knowledge is shown in the choice of both kinds of material and 
analysis of the material through personal studies.

It is the collective knowledge gained from books, articles, websites, 
manuals, information shared with other philatelists.

Research, however, is new knowledge or knowledge presented from a 
new angle, not previously published.

It is recommended that the exhibitor might write articles in philatelic 
magazines and journals, or even a book.



Describing non-philatelic material



How are postcards treated in an Open exhibit?

• If the picture side of the postcard is shown, the item is non-philatelic.

• If the address side is shown, the item is philatelic.

• Most postcards in an Open exhibit are nonphilatelic as the 
address side is usually of no importance for the story.



How do I measure the philatelic material in 
relation to the non-philatelic material?
• Do not try to work out the percentage of the items or how much they 

cover on the page. 

• Do not count the number of different items.

• Look at the page, look at the frame, and take a step back and look at 
the whole exhibit. Look to see if there is a balance of the philatelic 
and the non-philatelic material.
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